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HERE AT COMMUNITY 


A Message From The Clerk of The Board of Trustees 


A fter an extensive review process, the Congregation voted at its 
November quarterly meeting to adopt updated By-laws. The 
version the new By- 
laws replaced was first 
adopted in 1980. A few 
sections were reserved for 
tweaking, but the By-laws as a whole were adopted and made 
effective immediately. (The By-Laws are available on the “Member 
Documents” page of our website and in hard copy upon request.) 

One significant change is the schedule for nominations and elec- 
tions. It is now later in the calendar year, to coordinate better with 
the church calendar and fiscal year. The Nominating Committee's 


report, which would have been due on December 10, 2012 under 
the old By-laws, is now due on February 15, 2013. Any nominating 
petitions are due on March 17 this year, 

21 days before the annual meeting on 
April 7. 

The By-laws Task Force, at the direction 
of the Congregation, has also developed a proposal to amend the 
By-laws to add a Right Relations Committee, elected directly by the 
Congregation, to develop and implement procedures for resolving 
grievances and handling conflicts. The proposal is scheduled for 
further discussion and vote at the Annual meeting in April. 

Jody Leight, Clerk 


New By-Laws Addopted / Meeting Schedule 
and Nominating Deadline Changes / 
Proposed Right Relations Commitee 
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HERE AT COMMUNITY 


A Note from Your 
Membership Coordinator 

Hi Friends, 

I t continues to be a joy and blessing to serve as the Membership 
Coordinator at Community from a distance. Thanks to the inter- 
net, I'm able to do much of the work via the web and have been 
able to stay in touch with many members through email and phone 
calls. It is wonderful to be able to come back to NYC on occasion 
too. As we are in the middle of the church year, I would like to 
touch on some membership items. 

We are always trying to make our website better and more user- 
friendly. On the "For Members" section, Voting Members have 
access to Board Minutes/Documents, a "Member/Friend Directory" 
(a PDF updated monthly), a Leadership Contact List ("At Your E- 
Service") and the Church Calendar which is especially helpful for 
those planning meetings/classes or other gatherings. If you have 
any trouble getting in, send me a quick email or call and let me 
know what log-on name and password you would like to use. 

Are you receiving Community News and Community Connections in 
the desired format - postal mail and/or electronically? If not, let 
us know. Have you been receiving UUWORLD magazine from the 
UUA? All Voting Members are signed up to receive a subscription. I 
hear from time to time that some members are not receiving it - 
Please let me know. If the post office misdelivers (not uncommon) 


and it is returned to the UUA, they automatically stop the subscrip- 
tion. I can get it started again - just let me know. 

The congregational election is coming up in April. "Am I a Voting 
Member?" is a question several may have. Anyone who has signed 
the Membership Book (and after a 90 day period) and has made a 
contribution by check or cash in an envelope with their name on it 
in the past year, will be eligible to vote at Congregational Meetings. 
If you have any questions, please let me know. 

There are wonderful offerings this year! The Social Teas continue 
with great guest speakers, many from Community. Jerry Brown, our 
Director of Music, is offering Efficiently Learning Music, especially 
for people who don't have experience reading music. Laura Breach, 
our new Membership Committee chair, is now starting Community 
International Dinner gatherings -where we meet at local ethnic 
restaurants for dinner and conversation. (Join us at Ali Baba 
Turkish Cuisine on Tuesday, February 19, see page 11) There are 
also annual events that need your involvement. The Spring Retreat 
needs help on the Planning Team. The Annual Seder - we need to a 
team to in order to make this happen. Leonore Tiefer (working on 
an international conference this spring), Rachel Stone and Bill 
Rothfarb are not available to facilitate this year. Please contact me 
by February 15 - to volunteer, offer ideas or comments. 

Thank you for being a part of Community Church. I give thanks to 
Bruce, our Senior Minister and to you, the Members and Friends of 
Community, for the opportunity to serve as your Membership 
Coordinator. 


Two Annual Events Need Your Involvement 


Passover Seder Tentative 

Community Church has been holding a Passover Seder for many 
years - As Leonore Tiefer, Rachel Stone and Bill Rothfarb are 
unable to work on the planning this year, we hope others will 
volunteer to be part of a team. The date would be Saturday, March 
30, 5 pm (or so) but in order to happen, we need to start the 
planning process as soon as possible. Please consider being part 
of this wonderful event - contact Valerie Lynch, Membership 
Coordinator, vlynch@ccny.org or 212-683-4988, ext. 19 by 
February 15. 


Spring Retreat at Warwick 

The retreat will be held Friday, April 12 - Sunday, April 14. More 
information about registration will be available soon - 
We are now looking for volunteers to help with the planning and/or 
to facilitate classes/workshops/hikes. Contact Esther Rosado, 
Director of Lifespan Religious Education at erosado@ccny.org or 
Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator, vlynch@ccny.org or call us 
at 212-683-4988 by February 15. 
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Alfred Gescheidt 
In Memoriam 

by Mary Orovan 

I knew of Alfred Gescheidt's work years 
before when I professionally saw his photos 
as a young features editor at US Camera 
Magazine in the late 60's. 

He was already famous then for his inven- 
tive, unusual, satirical photos which 
required superb creative skill in the dark- 
room. His portfolio was iconoclastic, 
unique. Alfred Gescheidt was borned 
December 19, 1926 and died peacefully in 
his home January 22, 2012. 


I understand he and Joan Schiff were 
married at Community. They stayed loyal to 
Community. And Alfred stayed loyal to his 
wife, caring for Joan, who had I believe a 
series of strokes which were physically and 
mentally disabling. 

Alfred would bring Joan to Community as 
long as it was possible, by himself, and 
later with the help of an aide. His quiet 
devotion was certainly among the acts of 
courage and grace in his life. 

After Joan was moved to a Care Center near 
her daughter because, her health further 
deteriorated, Alfred continued to come, 


bonding with others here in similar situa- 
tions. 

I miss his humor and his contributions to 
our artist's group. 

This article should also be for Joan Schiff, a 
brilliant, professional art restorer for muse- 
ums. She was quiet, refined and exceed- 
ingly bright. I'm sure many of us who knew 
her in her prime miss her conversations, her 
insights and her kind demeanor. 


Resistance Cinema End Of The Year Message 


Hello everyone, 

From the steering committee of Resistance Cinema we’d like to 
thank all of you out there who have supported us throughout this 
year. It has been another fine year for us here at Community 
Church NY UU as we have been fortunate to be able to continue to 
present the finest current documentary films on a wide range of 
vital social concerns from the environment, race, the economy, 
nuclear power, world water supply, education, foreign policy and 
militarism etc.. 

THE YEAR’S HIGHLIGHTS 

We started 2012 with a special guest, the celebrated actress Vinie 
Burrows helped us honor the memory of Martin Luther King at a 
screening of an episode of EYES ON THE PRIZE”. Next we broke our 
all time attendance record with a screening of VANISHING CITY, a 
film by two local filmmakers Jen Senko and Fiore DiRosa. The film 
reveals the policy of favoring wealthy corporate developers that 
seek to transform New York City into a playland for the internation- 
ally wealthy to the economic detriment of local neighborhoods with 
their rich tapestry of cultural life and traditions. 

In March we honored 95 year old Marie Runyon, a legend in NYC 
activist circles for the past 60 years. In August we screened a film 
celebrating the life of Indian activist Vandana Shiva. In September 
we honored the late great Nobel Peace Prize laureate, Kenyan 
environmental activist Wangari Maathai. A SKYPE interview with 
the film’s director added to our list of special guest filmmakers 
who attended our screenings this year. 


With HOT COFFEE we showed how there is much more behind the 
campaign against “frivolous lawsuits” than meets the eye. 

Exposing political manipulation by the super wealthy in KOCH 
BROTHERS EXPOSED was also quite gratifying. PRECIOUS KNOWL- 
EDGE took a long look inside the struggle for ethnic studies in the 
Arizona public school system. Films on mountaintop removal, the 
global fresh water supply, and nuclear power showed the multi 
faceted face of the environmental question. 

In February Resistance Cinema was proud to collaborate with 
Action For Justice and the Anti Racist Team in a day long program 
called a Symposium on Race featuring the award winning 3 part 
documentary series “RACE: THE POWER OF AN ILLUSION”. It was a 
resounding success which interspersed film, speakers, and an 
interactive facilitated workshop. 

Once again our year end holiday party featured a hilarious film, 
“DR. STRANGELOVE”, followed by an abundant feast. 

And last but not least Resistance Cinema is very pleased to 
announce a new member to our steering committee. Linda Novenski 
joined us this fall and we have already seen what an invaluable 
member she has become. 

We hope that 2013 will see a continuation of the vitality we experi- 
enced in 2012. And we most certainly invite you to join us to make 
it happen. HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE 

Russell Branca, Connie Dondore, Lawrene Groobert, Karen Hoover, 
Nydia Leaf, Diane Mason, Linda Novenski, and Anita Waded. 
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ReCap of 2012 from the Green Sanctuary 

I n the spring of 2012, the Green Sanctuary Committee joined a 
new coalition called, RenewNew York, which is focused on posi- 
tive energy solutions to help transition society off dirty fossil- 
fuels and toward renewable energy and sustainable living systems. 
Among the member groups in RenewNew York are Sane Energy 
Project, United for Action, New York City Friends of Clearwater and 
others. Last year RenewNew York organized four highly successful 
panel discussions on renewable energy. Topics covered included 
solar, wind, solar thermal systems, and the Passive House energy 
efficiency standard for buildings. Three of these events were held 
at the Community Church. 

This past fall, Green Sanctuary also co-sponsored and hosted an 
important panel discussion on the Trans-Pacific Partnership— a 
dangerous new global trade agreement that has been described as 
"NAFTA on steroids"— which would bypass local and national gov- 
ernments, weaken protective regulations, lower wages and degrade 
the environment and working conditions resulting in a global race 
to the bottom. For this event, GSC partnered with the Sierra Club, 
Trade Justice New York Metro, American Jobs Alliance, Center for 
Health, Environment and Justice, Occupy Wall Street Trade Justice 
Working Group, Occupy Wall Street Environmental Solidarity Working 
Group and many other groups.The event was held in the "Gallery" 
which was packed to capacity by a very attentive audience. 

Green Sanctuary continues to present its monthly Future Visions 
environmental film series each fourth Friday of the month. This 
past year, our film series featured many excellent documentaries on 
a variety of compelling topics, including; Greenhorns (the young 
farmer movement upstate), My Name is Alleghany County (1993 
campaign to stop a nuclear waste dump), First Earth (natural and 
sustainable architecture), Passive Passion (energy efficient build- 
ing construction), A Convenient Truth (sustainable solutions from 
Curitiba, Brazil) and Bidder 70 (Tim DeChristopher's action to pro- 
tect pristine Utah lands from strip mining). 

Finally, Green Sanctuary is pleased to have been supportive of 
important environmental initiatives and actions that are on-going 
across our City and state. Among these initiatives, is the work of 
Sane Energy Project, which is focused on stopping a dangerous, 
high-pressure natural gas pipeline from being constructed in 
Manhattan's West Village. This pipeline would bring gas extracted 
from nearby Pennsylvania via hydrofracking ("fracking"), containing 


high levels of radioactive radon, into New York City's stoves and 
boilers. Should Governor Cuomo commence fracking in New York 
State next year, and all indications are that he intends to, upstate 
communities would be devastated, our food and water sources, 
forests and wild habitats would be at risk from contamination, 
and air quality would be further degraded. If the Spectra pipeline 
is ultimately approved, this would drive the market for fracking 
upstate, and the City and other areas would receive this poisonous 
gas directly from formerly pristine upstate farmlands and land- 
scapes. In order to counter this, Sane Energy Project (SEP), among 
other groups and individuals, has launched a lawsuit against the 
Hudson River Park Trust (HRPT) which illegally granted the ease- 
ment to Spectra Energy to begin construction of the Spectra 
Pipeline. Lawyers representing SEP's side assert that by granting 
the easement to Spectra, the HRPT violated several conditions of 
their Charter. 

The Green Sanctuary recently contributed toward the legal fund in 
support of this suit [and] against Spectra and encourages other 
groups and individuals to do the same. Please visit: www.saneener- 
gyproject.org to find out how you can help. 

Currently, preparatory work at the easement site and the installa- 
tion of the pipeline under the Hudson River has been completed, 
since work has been allowed to proceed despite the lawsuit being 
underway. On December 18th, plaintiffs and litigants involved in 
the suit against the Hudson River Park Trust attended their first 
hearing before a judge at 80 Centre Street in Manhattan. About 50 
people— mainly those in opposition to the pipeline-showed up to 
attend but most were turned away due to lack of seating in the 
hearing room. 

A lot of great work has been accomplished this year and our move- 
ment, made up of activists, environmental champions, and your 
every-day concerned citizen alike, is growing. But there is much 
more work to be done. Moving forward, Green Sanctuary and our 
coalition member groups will continue the important work of reach- 
ing out, informing and engaging the public on issues that are criti- 
cal to all of our lives so that we may insure a healthy, livable envi- 
ronment for ourselves and future generations. Join us! 

Wishing you all a happy, healthy and prosperous 2013! 

In solidarity, 

Gusti Bogok, Chair 
Green Sanctuary Committee 
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Gallery35’s - For The Soul 
Annual Hosted Show 
Closing Reception: February 23, 6-9 pm 
This exhibition highlights two decades of artwork 
by Haitian-born artist Vidho Lorville. The opening 
reception marks the 3rd anniversary of the tragic 
earthquake that destroyed the hometown of the 
artist and city capital of Haiti, Port-au-Prince. 

From The Soul celebrates the rebirth of the 
country and the strength of its people from the 
struggles of the earthquake aftermath. The cul- 
ture of Haiti will be honored and celebrated 
through musical performance. 

The artist receptions are also fundraising events 
to support Aye-Ti Moun Yo, a healing through the art project for 
“Foyer Espoir pour les Enfants” located at Delmas 75 in Port-au- 
Prince. 

Artist Vidho Lorville has authorized a limited edition of 300 design 
t-shirts of his art creation “Requiem for Horn Player” as well as 20 
handmade artistic prints of the same artwork. All sales proceeds 
will go to this project. 

All purchases or donations are tax-deductible. The shirts and prints 
will be available for sale at the during the gallery receptions and 
also at http://aye-timounyo.blogspot.com/ 


In addition, a percentage of the sale of the overall art pieces on 
display at the exhibition will go towards projects in Haiti. 

Family Art Workshop For Children 
February 23, 12-3 pm 

Vidho Lorville will host a family art workshop for 
children at Gallery35 presenting urban architec- 
ture in Haiti’s cities during the 1800’s. 
Participants will construct concrete representa- 
tions of the first urban housing buildings by 
people of African descent on the American 
Continent. The style of these buildings was influ- 
enced by French and colonial architectural 
esthetic as well as the late Germanic gingerbread 
house. This architecture style from the colonial 
era, invented by skilled Haitian engineers, 
influenced the urban esthetic of other Caribbean 
Islands and US cities like New Orleans and San 
Francisco. All children of Community Church are 
invited to attend. Please contact Vidho to reserve 
a space: vidho@vidholorville.com 

ASMAN SOLO SHOW 

March 2nd to April 27 

Opening Reception: March 2 5-8 pm 
Closing Reception: April 20 5-7pm 

Virginia Asman, chair of Gallery35, will present mostly new works 
created digitally, many inspired by her recent travels. 

For more information on both of these shows, visit 
www.gallery35nyc.com 



The 2012 Music Committee would like to thank the following members of "The Silent Choir" 


whose generous financial support has helped make the evening possible, 

Carmen Ahearn 

Linda Giancola 

George Marshall 

Juanita Ambrose 

Ronald Giancola 

Jerry McCadden 

Deborah Bates 

Nancy Hough 

Lisa Moser 

Ronald Bruce 

Phil Hough 

Modesto Matos 

Gerald A. Brown 

Nancy Jennings 

Marsha Peruo 

Louise B. Brown 

Anthony Johnson 

Argenis Pierret 

Huston Brummit 

Stephen Jones 

Brenda Shrobe 

Fred DeLisi 

Eiko Kato 

Bruce Southworth 

Mary DeLisi 

Anne Kelemen 

Justin Vranek 

Sheila Dines 

Judith Khan 

Cheryl M. Walker 

Dorothy Francis 

Elaine M. Kubiak 

Odella Washington 

Sam Gale 

Jody Leight 

Kay S. Xanthakos 

Judy Gex 

Vera Lilly 
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The following reflections are by Wanda Daniels 
(a student of Dr. F. B. Lord). She attended a 
UN program in October, 2012 at CCNY and 
was subsequently invited by Diana Stewart, 
the coordinator for a November, 2012 
Community Women’s program on Women in 
Prison, based on Eve Ensler’s noteworthy 
CD/film, and other renowned speakers who 
spent time behind bars. 

Paths That Led Me 
To Prison 

by Wanda Daniels 

hank you for this opportunity to speak 
before the Women’s Association at 
Community Church of New York and to 
share my experiences. As an adult learner, 
in her late 40s at the College of New 
Rochelle, I am speaking today on behalf of 
women that are behind bars in prison. I 
speak for those rejected by society, forced to 
endure untold calamities, incarcerated for 
freely selected, and wrongly-directed choic- 
es. 

I have done one to three years in prison on 
two separate occasions. Moreover, I have 
completed a whole bid of 10 years in prison, 
three TCs, as well as many years of rehabil- 
itations. I have found myself in this spot 
on several journeys— looking for trust and to 
be loved. I have twelve children from sever- 
al marriages, and am a survivor of child 
molestation and marital abuse. 

Before I talk about the horrors of prison, I 
must explain what led me into the life and 
path of being so alone, afraid, and beaten 
down to the ground. At one time, I was in 
two relationships and eventually, I got mar- 
ried to a husband at less than age 18 years 
old. The relationship of the first man, I will 
call him, John Doe, treated me like a queen. 
At the beginning of our relationship, I could 
see no wrong in or with him. I was young 
and stupid. I thought one way; he thought 
a different way. We decided to get married. 
Only then did I see the mask come down. 

He became a control freak and someone 
who wanted to be my daddy and not my 


husband anymore. I had recently buried my 
father and mother and I simply stayed with 
John Doe for the sake of my children. 

This marriage and relationship brought on 
beatings, verbal, mental and physical 
abuse, cheating, cuttings, and fighting. 
When John Doe saw that I would not allow 
myself to be controlled, he cut me in my 
face, on my ears, and in my head with sev- 
eral more beatings. When he was jailed 
and arrested, this finally set me free from 
all the abuse and for my four children’s 
safety. I have never seen this person again, 
except for one other time. 

The same abusive reality was equally cruel 
within the second relationship. I thought I 
was free of fear, only to get trapped a sec- 
ond time; but this time, I got my lip burst 
open and my leg knocked off by its edges. I 
got abused and beat up for saying what I 
felt were my woman’s rights, that is, I did 
not want to have sex. Furthermore, I did 
not want him anymore. He could not handle 
this knowledge. I know this emanated from 
his low self esteem, not mine. This was my 
second time in over six years, only to be 
abused, mistreated, hurt, and many more 
issues. I felt so very much alone. I thought 
the streets were “cool” since my parents 
had been strict. The city streets will drain 
you and take the life out of your very soul. 

All of these trails have led me to the point 
of my path of jails, rehabs, and prison life. 

Along the way, I, Wanda Mae Daniels, 
picked up a bad habit of cocaine. Most 
people would feel that cocaine should not 
lead to such a drastic outcome. I can state 
to you that I felt this way and wanted to use 
cocaine. I felt pain, hurt, and not any sense 
of trust. I felt unloved and most of all, I felt 
alone, especially with the grief of losing my 
parents. Cocaine was my friend, lover, 
child, mother, father and a friend. This 
potent drug made me not to feel. 

There was no one in my immediate world to 
teach me or to show me the proper way to 
go. The person that I trusted was an older 



woman. However, what I was looking for 
was not her plan for me. Instead, what I did 
get was a lifestyle and love of a drug called 
cocaine. Cocaine, as many are aware, is a 
stimulant, that offers an euphoric feeling. 
When the drug’s effects wore off, I needed 
to get high again to not feel hurt and pain. 
When I finally left drugs alone, I had a 
$3,000 habit. The more I stopped, the more 
I needed. I came to the end of doing drugs 
when, as noted civil rights activist stated, 

“I became sick and tired of being sick and 
tired” (quote from Fannie Lou Hamer, 1967). 
I then dropped to my knees and asked God 
to help me because my ways led me astray, 
got me often into trouble and prison for 
dealing drugs. I asked God to help me 
because I could not do it by myself and I 
needed a higher power. It was too late. 

Cocaine and selling drugs led me to incar- 
ceration, degradation and abuse in prison. 
Older women often stalked younger, female 
inmates. The length of your time in prison 
had to be kept secret; for those, who knew 
you were soon to be released would concoct 
ways to keep you there longer. Many friend- 
ships were formed; yet, life behind bars is a 
horror, especially for new mothers whose 
babes can only remain with them for a year 
in prison. Anyone who hurts him/herself 
can find that he/she is in a prison. If you 
do not come from a good background, or 
have a good set of morals, the enemy can 
be found locked within each of us. The 
forms of respect taught to us, can help to 
carry us through anything in life. Yet, many 
women were never properly taught these 
norms. 

When I was out in the cold world and 
behind bars in prison, I managed even 
through my darkest times, to hold on to the 
values taught to me in South Carolina by 
my parents. My basic morals and values, 
including respect, honor, love, honesty, and 
forgiveness, have remained strong. 
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continues on page 8 
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Sanctuary Family Flees 
Arson Fire; Community 
Church Mobilizes To Help 

by Christie Jeffers 

DISASTER STRIKES: On December 8, 2012, 
an arson fire swept through the Bronx pub- 
lic shelter where Fatoumata Gassama and 
her six amazing kids had been living since 
last March. Forced to evacuate from their 
fourth floor apartment down a fire escape, 
the entire family made it out of the building 
safely, but had to wait several hours in the 
cold until the fire was extinguished. When 
permission was finally granted to re-enter 
the building, the family discovered that the 
fire department had broken in their front 
door to gain entrance to their apartment, 
and looters had subsequently followed, 
stealing cash and electronics. Among the 
missing items was Fanta’s cherished laptop 
computer, donated by her middle school in 
2008 and essential to her current studies at 
Brooklyn Technical High School. 

Mom Fatoumata stayed up all night on 
guard, because the front door had not been 
fixed. The next day she was taken to ER to 
treat a new back injury sustained while 
guiding the littlest children down the fire 
escape. Fatoumata already deals with daily 
back pain from two herniated discs dam- 
aged during an on-the-job accident many 
years ago. 

After a week in the massively damaged 
building the family was moved to a new 



location, where they are crammed into two 
small rooms furnished only with cots to 
sleep on. Lacking a kitchen, or even a table 
and some chairs, the family cooks in a 
microwave oven on the floor donated by 
Community Church. The kids eat meals and 
study wherever they can perch. The nearest 
subway stop is 6 long blocks away, requir- 
ing that Fatou and the children set out at 
5:30 every morning to reach their schools, 
with the older children returning after dark 
to deserted streets. The New York City 
Housing Authority (NYCHA) has given no 
indication when or if the family will be per- 
mitted to return to the shelter once it has 
been renovated. With thousands made 
homeless by Hurricane Sandy, pressure on 
the City’s public housing is greater than 
ever. 

MOBILIZATION: This latest catastrophe 
threw into sharp relief the absolute necessi- 
ty of obtaining permanent housing for the 
family. Diana Stewart (of Community 
Church) quickly mobilized an ad hoc group 
to aggressively pursue that goal. On 
December 18, ministers and staff from New 


Sanctuary congregations, personnel from 
homeless and immigrant advocacy groups, 
as well as members of the family’s defense 
committee, met to strategize and assign 
tasks. Their efforts are bearing fruit. Joel 
Kupferman, Senior Attorney at the New York 
Environmental Law and Justice Project and 
a noted advocate for the homeless, will 
work to upgrade Fatoumata’s status on the 
NYCHA waiting list based on the family’s 
health issues. Mizue Aizeki of the Immigrant 
Defense Project coordinates that effort. 
Members of the defense committee are 
working with Fatoumata to fill out applica- 
tions for affordable housing opportunities 
and have lent funds to purchase a replace- 
ment laptop for Fanta. 

2013 -A BANNER YEAR? Even in this 
extremely challenging situation, Fatoumata 
and her six children work hard to lead a 
normal life. All are attending school regu- 
larly, and Fanta recently was accepted to 
the Barnard College Saturday Science 
Seminars beginning in February. When 
Community Church first began partnering 
with this family in 2009, they had already 
been living in public shelter housing for a 
year. We are confident that 2013 will be a 
banner year - Fatoumata’s judicial hearing 
for asylum occurs in August, with the likeli- 
hood that she will be awarded legal status 
in the US, and we pray that permanent 
housing for the family will be found by then. 


Paths That Led Me To Prison continued from page 7 


At this time in my life, I am free of drugs for 
over twenty years. I am a woman of many sto- 
ries. I am a mother, wife, sister, and grand- 
mother. I will never forget from where I have 
come and where I am going. After many unhap- 
py years in prison, I have left the big and ugly 
behind me, and look towards the glory that God 
offers me with a better understanding of life 
and to give back to society. I am now in college 
to obtain a degree in psychology. I desire a 
graduate degree in Social Work and want to do 


motivational speaking as well as some writing. 

I have a nice job counseling those who have 
been afflicted by drugs. 

To conclude, I have changed my life and realize 
that jail, rehabs, and prisons was not my life’s 
destiny. I was not going to have revolving doors 
as my home or life. I have changed the people, 
places, and things in my life and I continue to 
give back to others of the same path or those 
that are still lost in their own path. The more I 

o 


give back, the healthier I become and the 
stronger I will be for my children and their chil- 
dren. From my own trials and triumphs, I have 
come a long way from rape, abuse, addiction 
and jail. I now can feel the pain of others. I 
have a smile on my face and the pain did not 
swallow me. I can love and be loved. 

For further information on Community Women, 
contact Reena Konda, chair, regarding upcom- 
ing women’s events. 
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Member’s Poetry 
My Village in Mexico 

I walk on stones with hidden secrets when men of 
darker skin than now had gods and language of their 
own to shore up their souls... 

I wonder what truths these cobbled stones could 
tell if we turned them over and you and I could ask 
the important questions. 

The world that has evolved is one unknown to those 
who climbed on Teotihuacan, Palenque or Monte 
Alban. The skin has lightened (arranged overtime by 
Conquistadores) where Indigenes still walk today. 

I marvel and mourn at the length of the working day 
in this vibrant puebla so dependent on the pesos of 
my friends who revel at the wintry retreat from 
harsh climes and tempting local offerings. 


I marvel at the small, dark-eyed children who trod 
these cobbles with hands guided by a sibling not much 
older than the babe they shepherd. 

A mariachi group, garbed in black pants with silver 
buttons, strums in the 'jardin' and looks for a 
gringo home to make music and bring ancient 
sounds to seekers of local culture. 

A teen vendor, with arms outstretched, displays 
necklaces with colors that replicate the shades of 
dwellings around me, and I know that I will return to 
taste the warmth of the people in San Miguel de 
Allende whose lives are challenged every day. . . 

Sandy Brooks (March, 2011) 


February 

Dragging my feet 
through the slush & the rain 
while my heart 
races toward Spring 


February sky February day 

The clouds scurrying along 
like dustballs in front of a broom 
& the birds, looking as though 
they were being tumbled about 
by the wind 
Then surprising me 
with a sudden line of flight 
straight as the path of an arrow 
& clearly an act 
of intentionality 

& where is the color crimson? 

Karen Ethelsdattar 


Grey sky, 

A million pinpoints of grey rain 
crowd onto the window panes 
as I hunger for color. 

Where is a child in yolk-yellow slicker & hat 
& shiny black boots 
I can take by the hand 
to go splashing in puddles 
with an apple-green laugh 
& a blue-sky umbrella 


0 
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OPPORTUNITIES 2012-2013 


Efficiently Learning Music - Saturdays, February 2, 9, 16 
12:45-2 pm, Hall of Worship 

Our Director of Music, Jerry Brown, will be offering three Saturday 
classes for anyone who would like to learn more about how to 
approach a piece of music. Anyone, regardless of musical back- 
ground, may attend. The classes, however, will be intended for 
those who have had limited or no experience in reading music. The 
classes will seek to clarify the process of turning notes on a printed 
page of music into sound. Participants may attend any or all of the 
sessions. If you have any questions, contact Jerry Brown at 
jbrown@ccny.org or 212 683-4988, Extension 33. 

Secular Humanist Society of New York Book Club 

First Thursdays, 6:30 pm, Front Lounge 

February 7 - THE SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE: Writings on 

a Fundamental Freedom by America's Founders, Forrest Church, Ed. 

March 7: ANSWERS FOR ARISTOTLE: How Science and Philosophy 

Can Lead Us to a More Meaningful Life, Massimo Pigliucci 

First Saturday Feeding of the Hungry in the Bowery 
February 2 and March 2, 10:45 am 

We invite you to help the Sai Baba Group feed the hungry on the 
First Saturday of each month. We meet on Forsyth, just south of 
Houston at 10:45 am. Please bring vegetarian food to share with 
the over 100 people who come. This is an outdoor event so dress for 
the weather. For more information contact Valerie Lynch at 
vlynch@ccny.org or 212-683-4988, ext. 19 

Community Circle 

2nd Sundays, February 10, March 10, 12:45 am 

Established group sessions - For information on joining the next 
circle group, contact Laura Breach laurabreach@gmail.com , Ruth 
Millercouncil@ccny.org or Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator, 
at vlynch@ccny.org or 212-683-4988, ext. 19 

Common Read - In Between: Memoir of an Integration Baby 
Mondays, February 25, Front Lounge 
March 4, & 11, 6:30-8 pm 

Facilitators: Maureen Holder and Esther Rosado, Director of 
Lifespan Religious Education 

Last month, many of us were fortunate to attend one of the three 
events offered by Rev. Dr. Mark Morrison-Reed, when he was our 
weekend speaker from December 7-9. The next Common Read will 
be “In Between: Memoir of an Integration Baby" by Mark Morrison- 
Reed, a frank personal account of growing up black during the era 
of the civil rights movement. The author wrestles with racism, the 


death of Martin Luther King, black radicalism, his interracial fami- 
ly, and his experience as one of the first black Unitarian 
Universalist ministers. In Between: Memoir of an Integration Baby 
gives voice to the unspoken story of those African Americans who 
were among the first to bring racial diversity to their neighborhood, 
school, church or workplace, to the increasing number of partners 
in interracial relationships and to those blessed with and yet strug- 
gling to raise multiracial children in a polarized world. 

Reiki and Meditation 
2nd/4th Thursdays, 7 pm, Chapel, 

February 14 and 28, March 14 and 28 

Come join us for an evening discovering how to enhance your life 
with Reiki and Meditation. Reiki is a Japanese technique for stress 
reduction and relaxation that also promotes healing. Reiki treats 
the whole person including body, emotions, mind and spirit by bal- 
ancing the life force energy that come from within. Learn how Reiki 
can be a simple, natural and safe method of spiritual healing and 
self-improvement that everyone can use. 

Green Sanctuary Future Visions Film and Discussion Series 
Fridays, February 22 and March 29, 6:30 pm 

Gallery35 (Community Church's art group) Winter Shows. 

See page 6. 

Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life - Book Study 
3rd Mondays, February 18 and March 18, 7 pm 

Previous participants resume their study of Twelve Steps to a 
Compassionate Life by the noted religious historian, Karen 
Armstrong. Our facilitators will be Rev. Susan Karlson, Minister of 
Unitarian Church of Staten Island, and Esther Rosado, Director of 
Lifespan Religious Education. Class is now full and Registration is 
now closed. 

Buddhism as a Spiritual Practice 

Tuesday, February 19, and March 19, 6:30-8 pm, Chapel 

This series of nine sessions will begin with a non-traditional pres- 
entation of the core ideas of the tradition and explore different 
schools of Buddhist thought and practice, using some video, chant- 
ing and various types of meditation as well as particular texts. 
While these sessions are not tied together exactly, the experience 
will be much richer if you attend all. Led by Rev. Orlanda Brugnola. 



OPPORTUNITIES continues 


HERE AT COMMUNITY 


OPPORTUNITIES 2012-2013 continued 


UU Christian Fellowship 

3rd Tuesdays, 7:30 pm, February 19 and March 19 

MNY-UUCF, a local chapter of the national UU Christian Fellowship 
(UUFC), is led by the Rev. Kelly Murphy Mason, a UU community 
minister and former Vice-President of the UUCF. The chapter meets 
the third Tuesday of every month at Community for fellowship and 
discussion, religious education, and spiritual deepening. All UUs in 
the District are invited to participate. The theme this year is 
Seeking the Soul of the Gospels. Flyer 

Antiracist Potluck - 3rd Fridays, 5:30 pm, 

February 15 and March 15 

Esperanto Society of New York 

3rd Fridays, 7 pm, February 15 and March 15 

Sipping and Searching 

Last Wednesdays, 6:30-8 pm, February 27 and March 26 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Johnson will facilitate this popular discussion 
group. Join us for pizza, soft drinks, beer and great conversation. 
February topic Friendship 
March TBA 

Monthly Social Tea 

Last Tuesdays, 2-3:30 pm, Assembly Hall, 

February 26 and March 26 

Join us for guest speakers, conversation and light refreshments, 


Introduction to Humanism 101 

4th Mondays, 6:30 -8:30 pm, February 25 and March 25 

This new Study Group is facilitated by John Rafferty of the Secular 
Humanist Society of New York. 

Community International Dinners 
Thursday, February 21, 6:30 pm 

Our first outing is: AN Baba Turkish Cuisine, 212 East 34th Street. 

Community Dinners is a great way for visitors, friends and mem- 
bers alike to meet new people as we try various cuisines from 
around the world. We will be “traveling the world” as we try new 
international restaurants around the city. Please contact Laura 
Breach at 917-579-9407 or laurabreach@gmail.com or Valerie 
Lynch @ VLynch@ccny.org no later than Tuesday. February 19 
so we confirm reservations. The next outing will be decided by the 
group. 

Resistance Cinema 

Sundays (1:15 pm except where noted) Assembly Hall 

February 3, The Healthcare Move 

February 17, Detropia 

March 1 0, 1 pm American Autumn ~ 

(Occupy Wall Street Fund Raiser) 

March 24, Genetic Roulette. 


Community Women and the UUWA Annual Luncheon/Lecture 
Saturday, February 16, 12-3:30 pm, Gallery 

Men are welcome too! We are honored to be able to have 
CAROL GILLIGAN, an internationally acclaimed social psychologist, prolific writer 
and Feminist leader as the featured speaker at our annual UUWA-Metro NY District 
Luncheon/Lecture. Her theme will be JOINING THE RESISTANCE. Join us for the 
lecture, take part in the discussion and meet friendly, interesting people. Program: 
$20 - $12 - (Sliding Scale)Send checks (payable to UUWA-Metro District) to Sandra 
Frank, 190 First St.,#lK, Mineola, NY 11501. 
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PHOTO GALLERY 



Changing Lives in Haiti 

On Sunday, January 6, George Garland and David Stillman gave 
presentations on their trip to Haiti. David Stillman gave back- 
ground on Haiti on deforestation, soil erosion, and economic havoc 
while George spoke about the struggle to empower women to save 
their time and their lives. The use of wood charcoal had con- 
tributed to Haiti cutting down 98% of their forests. Using the 





substitutes of ethanol and briquettes made from waste has made 
an amazing impact on women's lives - enabling them to cook 
indoors, faster, and with no smoke. 

The children were mesmerized and engaged in the presentation by 
George and David to the Sunday School classes on the importance 
of the clean burning stoves in Haiti. The forum for the adults after 
Fellowship Hour was very well attended. Many thanks to the UN and 
Global Affairs Committee for offering this program to Community. 


Radical Crocheting 

So we crocheted items to donate to Occupy Sandy. 
Dawn Stewart-Lookkin led a group of beginners to 
advanced crafters. 



Radical Crocheting Projects 


© 





Events Calendar for February 2013 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

6:30 Antiracism Team 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

10:45 First Saturday Feeding 
12:45 Efficiently Learning 
Music 

8:00 Peoples’ Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 Membership Cmte. 

1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Flour 
12:45 Newcomers 

Conversation with 
Rev. Bruce Southworth 
12:45 Volunteer Choir 
Rehearsal 

1:15 Resistance Cinema 

MONDAY 4 

6:00 Buildings & Grounds 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

6:30 World Religions 
7:00 Streetsingers 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

6:00 Personnel Meeting 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

7 ; 00 Secular Plumnaist 
NY Book Club 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

8:00 Peoples’ Voice Cafe 
12:45 Efficiently Learning 
Music 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10 


9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 


Rehearsal 

1:00 

Community Circles 

1:00 

AFJ Forum 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11 

6:30 Common Read 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 

7:00 Streetsingers 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13 

6:00 Church Council 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14 

7:00 Reiki & Meditation 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15 

5:30 Antiracistalliance. 

com Potluck 
7:00 Esperanto Society 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16 

12:00 Community Women 
Luncheon/ 
Presentation 

12:45 Efficiently Learning 
Music 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
12:45 Volunteer Choir 
Rehearsal 

1:15 Resistance Cinema 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

PRESIDENTS’ DAY 
BUILDING CLOSED 
6:30 12 Steps to A 

Compassionate Life 
7:00 Streetsingers 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19 

6:30 Buddhism As a Spiritual 
Practice 

7:00 Gallery35 Meeting 
7:30 UU Christian Fellowship 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

6:00 Finance Committee 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

6:30 Green Sanctuary 
Future Visions Films 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

12:45 Volunteer Choir 
Rehearsal 

6:00 Gallery35 Closing 
Reception 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 
Rehearsal 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

6:30 

Introduction to 
Humanism 101 

6:30 

NYC UU Ministers 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

2:00 

Social Tea 

7:00 

Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

6:00 

Board of Trustees 

6:30 

Sipping & Searching 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

7:00 

Reiki & Meditation 


FOR MORE Adult Religious Education and 
Opportunities/Events Feb. Mar. see pages 10-11 


Credits & Guidelines 

Members are encouraged to submit articles to Community Connections. The 
submission deadline is typically the first Wednesday of the month prior to 
issue date. Submissions can be emailed to info@ccny.org or hand delivered 
to the Church. Articles submitted are subject to proofing and editing for 
clarity, brevity, grammar, punctuation, spelling and content. 


Events Calendar for March 2013 


FRIDAY, MARCH 1 

Antiracism Team 

SATURDAY, MARCH 2 

10:45 First Saturday Feeding Program 
1 2:45 Volunteer Choir Rehearsal 
8:00 Peoples’ Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, MARCH 3 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 Membership Committee 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
1 2:45 Volunteer Choir Rehearsal 
1 :00 Community Women 
1:15 Resistance Cinema 

MONDAY 4 

6:00 Buildings & Grounds 

TUESDAY, MARCH 5 

6:30 World Religions 
7:00 Streetsingers 

THURSDAY, MARCH 7 

6:30 Secular Humanist Society 
Book Club 

SATURDAY, MARCH 9 

1 2:45 Volunteer Choir Rehersal 
4:00 Gallery35 Opening Reception 
8:00 People's Voice Cafe 


SUNDAY, MARCH 10 

DAY LIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 

Set clock forward 1 hour 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
1 :00 Community Circles 
1:15 Resistance Cinema 

TUESDAY, MARCH 12 

7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13 

6:00 Church Council 

THURSDAY, MARCH 14 

7:00 Reike & Meditationgs 
7;00 Gallery35 Meeting 

FRIDAY, MARCH 15 

5:30 Antiracistalliance.com Potluck 
7:00 Esperanto Society 

SATURDAY, MARCH 16 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, MARCH 17 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
1 1 :00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
1 2:45 Volunteer Choir Rehearsal 
1 :00 Action For Justice Forum 


MONDAY, MARCH 18 

7:00 12 Steps to A Compassionate 

Life 

7:00 Streetsingers 

TUESDAY, MARCH 19 

6:30 Buddhism As a Spiritual 
Practice 

7:30 UU Christian Fellowship 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20 

6:00 Finance Committee Meeting 

THURSDAY, MARCH 21 

6:30 Gallery35 Meeting 

6:30 Renew NY-Green Sanctuary 

SATURDAY, MARCH 23 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, MARCH 24 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
1 2:45 Volunteer Choir Rehersal 

MONDAY, MARCH 25 

6:30 Introduction to Humanism 101 
6:30 NYC UU Ministers 


TUESDAY, MARCH 26 

2:00 Social Tea 
7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27 

6:00 Board of Trustees 
6:30 Sipping & Searching 

THURSDAY, MARCH 28 

7:00 Reiki & Meditation 

FRIDAY, MARCH 29 
Good Friday 
Office Closed af 1 pm 

6:30 Green Sanctuary Future 
Vision Film Series 

SATURDAY, MARCH 30 

5:00 Community Seder 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, (Easter) MARCH 31 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
1 1 :00 Membership Committee 
New Member Recognition 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 


Rev. Bruce Southworth, Senior Minister 

Esther Rosado, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

Gerald A. Brown, Director of Music 

Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator 

Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson, Affiliated Minister 

Robert G. Martin, Business Administrator 
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Annual Congregational Meeting Day 
Sunday, April 7 
Pancake Brunch 12:15 pm 
Meeting begins at 1 pm 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held 
April 7 in Fellowship Hall! 

We’ll begin with a delicious 
Pancake Brunch during 
Fellowship Hour. At the 
meeting, we will be electing 
new members of the Board, 

Council and Nominating Committee. It will be a 
time of fellowship and catching up with old friends. 
We hope to see you there! 

Spring Retreat ~ Warwick, NY 
Friday, April 12-Sunday, April 14 

Not too late to Register 
Transportation Available 
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Members Out and About 



(above) Wade Hampton was recently award- 
ed the Comptroller's Award for Older Citizens 
for his volunteer work at his Senior Center by 
the comptroller, John Liu. Gale Brewer, City 
Council Member, and Doris Colon, the Director 
of the Goddard Riverside Senior Center, were 
in attendance. Congratulations Wade! Thank 
you for all the volunteering you do at 
Community Church too! 



BIRTHDAYS 


"\ 


April 2013 



BIRTHDAYS ' 
May 2013 


4 

Shoulan Chang 

5 

Louise Brown 

7 

Valerie Lynch 

11 

Helene Summa 

12 

George Martin 

13 

Deborah Gambs 

15 

Gladys McNatt 
Robert Bobrick 

16 

Agnes Babich 

18 

Nancy Hough 

22 

Brianna Goldberg 

24 

Thorin Watts 

26 

Brenda Shrobe 

28 

Mary Springston 

28 

V 

Patti Paris 


1 

2 

3 

4 
7 

1 1 


1 1 
12 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
25 


Don Powell 
Mae Tabbanor 
Mary Orovan 
Pete Seeger 
Rosemary McNatt 
Paul Hampton 
Lindsay Manocherian 
Elinor White 
David Allen Asencio 
Catalina Martinez- 
Concepcion 
Nancy Revels 
Gabriela loanid 
Gregory A. Jones 
Ron Giancola 
Virginia Brody 
Mark de Solla Price 
Nicole Lord 
Marilyn Travis 
Gerald Foreman 
Renata Rainer 
Rebecca Flather 
Diana Stewart 
George Garland 


Celebrating Chinese New Year 


by Robert Bobrick 

Jiehong (Nina) and Robert Bobrick held their second annual 
Chinese New Year dinner in Chelsea on February 15 at the Grand 
Sichuan Eastern. What had started out simply as a dinner for 
their friends has virtually turned into a Community event. Of the 


14 participants, 10 were Community 
members or friends. So, Community, look 
forward to being invited to share Chinese 
New Year cuisine with them next year. 

And Happy Year of the Snake! 



Q 
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by Valerie Lynch 


U pon arriving at Community Church back in August, 2008, 
one of the people with the warmest welcome to me was 
Jim Apicella. Jim, for me, became a great source for 
Community Church's history, new ideas, friendship and encourage- 
ment. Jim always appreciated the work that goes into "all things 
membership". He always took a look at the Community Bulletin 
Board, especially appreciating the photos of our Community life. 

Jim and Carol married at Community back in the 60's and their 
children Scott, Chris and Peter attended our Sunday School. Jim 



served as chair of the Religious Education Committee and of the 
Board of Trustees over the years. Don't tell anyone but Jim also 
served as Santa Claus at our December holiday parties. 

I was so grateful Jim and Carol continued to come to Community 
Church almost every Sunday from their home in Pelham in 
Westchester County while Jim's health permitted. I'm glad that 
Carol will continue to come when she can. Whenever I'm in town 
now, one of my favorite catch-up tasks is working on the bulletin 
boards. It will always be a time I think of Jim. 


NOTES FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


W e have been making progress on some important long-term 
projects. 

Congregational Health: In October 2011, the Board began to look 
into getting a conflict management consultant for the Church. 

Last year more than two dozen church members participated in a 
multi-session workshop on healthy congregations sponsored by the 
UUA Metro NY District. The Board also engaged Conflict 
Transformation Consultant Margaret Keyser to work with the Board 
and the Congregation on healthier ways of dealing with conflict. 

We are continuing to work with Margaret Keyser. We are planning 
more sessions where Ms. Keyser will work with the whole 
Congregation on building skills to handle conflict productively. 

Buildings and Grounds: In June 2012, the Board began to look into 
getting an overall inspection of the Church’s buildings and sys- 
tems. Repeatedly having to deal with the “leak of the week” and 
make stop-gap repairs to the air conditioning is neither frugal nor 
effective. We have now made decisions that will enable us to get a 


clear picture of the current state of our buildings so that we can 
formulate a comprehensive, multi-year plan to ensure that our 
buildings and property will be in sound condition for the future. 
Getting chronic maintenance issues under control will allow all of 
us to turn more of our focus to core mission, where it belongs. 

By-laws: We are now at the home stretch, dealing with a few final 
tweaks in the overhaul of the by-laws that was initiated at the 
Board retreat in February 2010. 

Board Development: We are also scheduling workshops for current 
and future Trustees to make sure the Board has the knowledge and 
skills to carry out its responsibilities. 

Coffee: Board members will be helping out at coffee hour more 
often, and we will be reverting to the past practice of having 
distinctive name tags for Board members so we can be more easily 
identified. Come talk to us! 

Robert Bobrick, Chairperson, Board of Trustees, 
and Jody Leight, Clerk 




LIVING VISION 


A Wonderful Month of Art at Community! 

by Valerie Lynch 

T his past January and February, we had the great blessing to 
have Haitian-born artist, Vidho Lorville in our midst. Gallery35 
invited Vidho to present some of his works at their first 2013 
art show From the Soul. One of the pieces that spoke so much to 
me was Haiti/NOLA, an 8' x 20' piece which included correspon- 
dence of children of New Orleans who survived hurricanes with 
children of Haiti who survived the earthquake. (I served with the 
Marines in New Orleans during Desert Storm period so New Orleans 
is near and dear to me.) Vidho Lorville also graciously offered to 
two art sessions for children, one on a Saturday and one for 
Community's children on a Sunday. 


Terrance O'Neal, one of our RE/FM parents, described it best. "The 
assignment was to create a face that each child painted in 2 
colors. The idea of the face as a mask where the color does not 
matter because the real person is inside and you have to dig 
deeper. Vidho was very good teaching the children. The children 
were attentive and became absorbed in their individual artwork, 
following Vidho's clear instructions, step by step. Vidho was well- 
prepared with paints and other materials to show the children his 
techniques. He brought out the best in each child and they seemed 
to appreciate the time he spent with them." Thank you, Vidho for an 
amazing program. Thanks to Gallery35, Community Church's art 
group for bringing such remarkable talents to our Gallery. 




Photos by Danielline Martinez 
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PIXELS ON PAPER -Through Saturday, April 26, 2013 

V irginia Asman's solo show “Pixels on Paper” opened on March 
9th and will hang in the gallery until April 26th. Everyone is 
invited to the closing reception on Saturday, April 20th from 
5-8pm. All digitally created, most of the art has never before been 
shown. The exhibit includes three series from manipulated and 
composited photographs -“Location... Location” "What In the 
World?" and “What’s Up?” - inspired by her recent international 
travels. Completing the show is a set of theater and concert posters 
showcasing Asman’s graphic design work. 


ART SHOWCASE 2013 
May 4-June 22, 2013 

This annual all-member show in which Gallery35 artists will be 
exhibiting their best representative work will open on May 4th with 
an artists' reception from 5-8 pm. Come and enjoy this eclectic 
show featuring a variety of subject matter, media and styles. Also 
planned is an "Open Studio Reception" on Saturday, May 25th to 
coincide with our participation in the Murray Hill Street Fair on Park 
Avenue. The closing reception is scheduled for Saturday, June 22, 
from 6-8 pm. 



2013 Church Services Auction goes Edwardian 


J oin us at 6 pm on Saturday, May 
11, for the social highlight of the 
season: a Downton Abbey themed 
evening of fundraising fun, with 
auctioneer Jonathan Birchall using 
his svelte English accent to maximum 
effect to persuade everyone to bid like 
crazy on services offered by members 
of Community. Contact Jonathan if 
you have a night at the opera, or win- 
dow washing skills to offer! Tickets 
will be sold in advance, with a sug- 


gested donation of $20. Costumes and amusing hats are encour- 
aged! 

Last year we raised over $4,000. This year, we are going for more! 
Fine food and drink will once again add to the fun. Bring a friend! 

Check the auction notice on the bulletin board (in corridor by 
Fellowship Hall) for more details and for pictures of auction pledges 
being redeemed. Email jonathanpbirchall@gmail.com to get 
involved or to offer a service for auction. 

Editor's Note: Don't miss this event! The annual Auction is one of 
the most funny and joy-filled evenings of the church year! 


Serious Business!! 


o 
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The Citizens’ Police Academy 

by Deborah L. die Bauernfeind 


0 


n January 29, 1 graduated from the Academy. 
Their graduation marked the end of the 
Academy’s 19th year. 


POLICE 

pEPABI^r 


Why do adults like me choose to spend three hours every 
week for 14 weeks to gain a feel for what it is like to be 
a police officer? And, why does the Police Academy 
consider this training an important part of its program- 
ming? The answer is teamwork. We, the citizens, need 
an orderly environment in which to live, and police can 
achieve this for us only if they are well trained and have an under- 
standing of the needs of the citizenry. 


field. The Citizens’ Police Academy gives students 
the opportunity to experience, by way of scenarios, 
situations that police have found themselves in 
and in which some have died. We learn that deci- 
sions must be made with split-second timing. And, 
later, every action is reviewed for its appropriate- 
ness. 


The objective of the force is to save lives and to 
uphold the Constitution of the United States. 
Police are expected to be to be familiar with the 
Constitution and with the court system. One of 
their roles is to explain the rights a person has 
when arrested. The police also help victims and their families 
understand the court system and their rights within it. 



It is easy to be intimidated by a police officer. Their uniform alone 
commands respect and obedience. In fact, their uniformed presence 
helps to end disturbances and sometimes manages to stop a dis- 
turbance before it gets underway. But, who are these men and 
women who wear the uniform so proudly and put their lives on the 
line so visibly every day to protect this city of ours? At the Citizens’ 
Police Academy, we learn that they are people like us. They have the 
same fears and hesitancies in dealing with situations in life that 
we all have. But, their training gives them insight into how to 
approach a multitude of occurrences with intelligence, self-confi- 
dence, compassion, and bravery. 

One week, upon exiting class, I passed a group of uniformed 
recruits standing at attention. Their bodies were rigid, but their 
eyes were darting in every direction to see what my class was up to. 
Training has many facets and is a long road. It is not completed 
until the lessons of life experience are encompassed. One of the 
recruits I saw may someday be the person to tell me that a loved 
one has passed away. Or, I may be an innocent bystander, and the 
quick-thinking and accurate aim of one of the recruits may save my 
like and the lives of those around me. 

It is compassion for the citizens of New York City and the desire to 
keep life orderly that shine so brightly in the police force. And yet 
citizens sometimes question the decisions made by police in the 


One of the benefits of my time at the Citizens’ Police Academy was 
a better understanding of the various courts, the trial procedures, 
and role of juries. Many members of my class are community lead- 
ers in their neighborhoods. Some people they counsel come from 
other countries and do not have a broad understanding of the court 
system or of policing as it is done in this country. One way gradu- 
ates can team with police is to share what we have learned at the 
Citizens’ Police Academy with our neighbors and community groups. 
The better understanding citizens have of the police and how polic- 
ing interfaces with the court system and the laws of the land, the 
more willing people will be to share what they know with police and 
work with police to create stability in neighborhoods. It is the right 
of every citizen to feel safe but when a citizen is in need of help, to 
know that the police can extend a helping hand through a network 
of agencies. 

The graduates in my class are the newest members on the team 
with the objective of keeping our city safer. Our eyes and ears will 
be open, and ready to share “what, when, where, who, and why” 
with our precinct and will encourage others to do so. Consider 
taking the training yourself. The Community Affairs Officer at your 
precinct will process your enrollment. Classes begin in March and 
September. It is an invaluable experience and open to all. 




HERE AT COMMUNITY 


OPPORTUNITIES 2012-2013 


Secular Humanist Society of NY Book Club - Thursday, April 4 

and May 2, 6:30-8:30 pm, Front Lounge 

April: THE SIGNAL & THE NOISE: Why So Many Predictions Fail 

And Some Don’t by Nate Silver 

May: The Social Conquest of Earth by Edward 0. Wilson 

First Saturday Feeding of the Hungry in the Bowery 
April 6 and May 4, 10:45 am (off-site) 

We invite you to help the Sai Baba Group feed the hungry on the 
First Saturday of each month. We meet on Forsyth, just south of 
Houston at 10:45 am. Please bring vegetarian food to share with 
the over 100 people who come. This is an outdoor event so dress for 
the weather. For more information contact Valerie Lynch at 
vlynch@ccny.org or 212-683-4988, ext. 19 

Community Circle 

2nd Sundays, April 14, May 12, 12:45 pm 

Established group sessions - For information on joining the next 
circle group, contact Laura Breach laurabreach@gmail.com , Ruth 
Miller council@ccny.org or Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator, 
atvlynch@ccny.org or 212-683-4988, ext. 19 

Reiki and Meditation 

2nd/4th Thursdays, April 11, May 9, 16, 7 pm, Chapel, 

Come join us for an evening discovering how to enhance your life 
with Reiki and Meditation. Reiki is a Japanese technique for stress 
reduction and relaxation that also promotes healing. Reiki treats 
the whole person including body, emotions, mind and spirit by bal- 
ancing the life force energy that come from within. Learn how Reiki 
can be a simple, natural and safe method of spiritual healing and 
self-improvement that everyone can use. 

Green Sanctuary Future Visions Film and Discussion Series 

Fridays, April 26 and May 31, 6:30 pm, Gallery 

April 26-/1 FIERCE GREEN FIRE: The Battle for a Living Planet 

is the first big-picture exploration of the environmental movement 
- grassroots and global activism spanning fifty years from 
conservation to climate change. Directed and written by Mark 
Kitchell, Academy Award-nominated director of Berkeley in the 
Sixties, and narrated by Robert Redford, Ashley Judd, Van Jones, 
Isabel Allende and Meryl Streep, the film premiered at Sundance 
Film Festival 2012, has won acclaim at festivals around the world. 
(114 minutes) May TBA 

Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life - Book Study 
3rd Mondays, April 15 and May 20, 7 pm 

Previous participants resume their study of Twelve Steps to a 
Compassionate Life by the noted religious historian, Karen 
Armstrong. Our facilitators will be Rev. Susan Karlson, Minister of 


Unitarian Church of Staten Island, and Esther Rosado, Director of 
Lifespan Religious Education. Class is now full and Registration is 
now closed. 

Buddhism as a Spiritual Practice 
Tuesday, April 16, and May 21, 6:30-8 pm, Chapel 

This series began with a non-traditional presentation of the core 
ideas of the tradition and now explores different schools of 
Buddhist thought and practice, using some video, chanting and 
various types of meditation as well as particular texts. While these 
sessions are not tied together exactly, the experience will be much 
richer if you attend all. Led by Rev. Orlanda Brugnola 

World Religions 

Tuesday, April 9, May 7, 8 pm, Conference Room 

This series will present a basic picture of each of nine World 
Religions, using video and other imaging, text, commentary, and 
sometimes art and music. Each session is largely independent of 
the others, but the experience will be much richer if you attend all 
sessions. This is especially true for the first three presentations on 
the Abrahamic faiths. Led by the Rev. Orlanda Brugnola. 

April 9, Confucianism • May 7, Shinto • June 4, Shamanism 

UU Christian Fellowship 
3rd Tuesdays, April 16, May 21, 7:30 pm 

MNY-UUCF, a local chapter of the national UU Christian Fellowship 
(UUFC), is led by the Rev. Kelly Murphy Mason, a UU community 
minister and former Vice-President of the UUCF. The chapter meets 
the third Tuesday of every month at Community for fellowship and 
discussion, religious education, and spiritual deepening. All UUs in 
the District are invited to participate. The theme this year is 
Seeking the Soul of the Gospels. Flyer 

Antiracistalliance.com Potluck 
3rd Fridays, April 19, May 17, 6 pm 

Esperanto Society of New York 
3rd Fridays, April 19, May 17, 7 pm 

Sipping and Searching 

Last Wednesdays, April 24, May 29, 6:30-8 pm, 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Johnson will facilitate this popular discussion 
group. Join us for pizza, soft drinks, beer and great conversation. 

UN and Global Affairs /Action for Justice Forum 
Sunday, April 21, 12:45 pm 

Earth Day and Climate Change - Community's long time climate 
change expert Dr. Frans Verhagen will update us on climate change 
issues and his own work, including his publication of a book!! 
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OPPORTUNITIES continues 




HERE AT COMMUNITY 


OPPORTUNITIES 2012-2013 continued 


Monthly Social Tea 

Tuesdays, 2-3:30 pm, Assembly Hall, 

Join us for guest speakers, conversation and light refreshments. 
April 30, John Rafferty - President/Editor of The Secular Humanist 
Society of New York 

May 28, Mara Levine - Water the Roots 

Introduction to Humanism 101 

4th Mondays, April 22 and May 27, 6:30-8:30 pm, 

A Study Group is facilitated by John Rafferty of the Secular 
Humanist Society of New York. 

Meeting #5: April 29, 2013 
Science and Anti-Science 

Online at www.americanhumanist.org/Humanism Norman and 
Lucia Hall: Is the War Between Science and Religion Over ? 
and 

Fred Edwords: Dealing with “Scientific” Creationism 
Book(s) 

Stephen Hawking: The Grand Design 
and/or 

Jerry Coyne: Why Evolution is True 

Meeting #6: May 27, 2013 
Peace, Justice, and a Better Society 

Online Google: 1961 President Eisenhower Military-Industrial 
Complex Speech 

Online at www.americanhumanist.org/Humanism 

Tony Hileman: Living on the Creative Edge of Our Culture 

Book(s) 

Rachel Maddow: Drift: The Unmooring of American Military Power 
and/or Barry Lynn: Piety and Politics: The Right-Wing Assault on 
Religious Freedom 

Community International Dinners 
Thursday, April 4, 6:30 pm 

We have been going out to local ethnic restaurants for some good 
food and good company! This is a great opportunity to meet other 
members of Community as well as visitors and friends. Our "travel- 
ing around the world dinners" brings us next to Vietnam. On 
Thursday, April 4, at 6:30 pm, we will gather at Nha Trang Centre, 
148 Centre St. (at Walker St). Although the restaurant does not take 
reservations, we will be calling a day ahead to let them know that 
we will be a larger party so please let Laura Breach know if you 
plan on attending -laurabreach@gmail.com (best) or 212-941- 
9292. 


Resistance Cinema - 1:15 pm, Assembly Hall 
Sunday, April 14, - “GRANIT0; How To Nail A Dictator 

How an international team built the legal case against ex- 
President Rios Montt of Guatemala who is currently on trial for 
crimes against humanity 

Sunday, April 28 - “THE INVISIBLE WAR” 

The definitive film on rape in the U.S. military; thousands occur 
every year, 80% go unreported out of frustration with the system 
and fear of reprisal. 

Sundays, May 12, 26, TBA 

Community Women 
Confronting FGC and Heart blood 
Sunday, April 14, 1:15-3 pm, Assembly Hall 

Community Women and the Community Church of NY Defense Task 
Force are presenting a special event, “Confronting FGC,” (female 
genital cutting). It will feature Fatoumata Gassama as guest 
speaker, Community Women’s chair, Reena Kondo reporting on 
“Progress,” about FGC in Senegal, and a reading of “Heartblood,” 
a new play by Laurie James, followed by discussion. The drama 
revolves around immigration and the convoluted web of emotional 
and health issues on FGC. Everyone is encouraged to attend. Flyer 
Half the Sky -lAay 12, 1:15 pm, Assembly Halil 
Women’s Film & Discussion: Community Women is hosting a special 
UU-UNO program featuring a film “Half The Sky” based on the book 
by Nicholas Kristov and Cheryl WuDun. After the film there will be 
small group discussions. Flyer 

Community Auction 
Saturday, May 11, 6 pm 

See page 6. 


o 




HERE AT COMMUNITY 


Member’s Poetry 


SOUTH OF THE BORDER HAIKU 

Sandy Brooks 

YELLOW HYACINTH 
GREETS ME DAILY IN MY PATIO 
SUNSHINE FOR MY SOUL 

A GREEN CYPRESS TREE 

WITH A GIANT CHURCH-LIKE SPIRE 

WAVERING GENTLY 

A DARK-EYED CHILD 

WALKS THRU THE ANCIENT JARDIN 

BABY BROTHER IN TOW 

NERUDA TALKS TO ME 

MY VOLUME IS YELLOWISH AND WORN 

RESONATES WITH PASSION 

AGING AIN'T NO FUN 
I CHOOSE TO SAVOR EACH DAY 
CELEBRATING NOW 

San Miguel de Allende, Mexico 
February, 2013 


My cat the connoisseur 

I wake at 3:00 a.m. 
to find my cat, Gracie, 
having jumped up on my bureau, 
staring at a picture on the wall. 

The picture, retrieved from my childhood, 
is rose in color, & half-lit 
in an evening sky. 

It features a small girl with pigtails 
walking through a forest at night. 

Little rabbits & a fox 
hover about nearby trees. 

Shadowing her, protecting her, 

with hands outstretched, is an immense transparent angel. 

It is daylight now, & my cat has fixed her view 

on a poster hung over the living room sofa 

by Jozef Kolinski, of a deep blue iris on a purple ground, 

bought at a fair in a Jersey City park 

some years ago. She stares & stares. 

Still later, Gracie singles out a framed papyrus of the Egyptian goddess Isis 
holding a staff in one hand & the hand of perhaps a woman Pharoah 
in the other. It’s hung high on the wall, & Gracie leaps up toward it 
again & again, scrabbling her paws against the white painted wall. 

How did I come by this cat 
who appreciates my art? 

Where does she come from 
& who tutored her? 

by Karen Ethelsdattar 
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Events Calendar for April 2013 


TUESDAY, APRIL 2 

6:30 World Religions 
7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3 

6:00 Personnel Meeting 

THURSDAY, APRIL 4 

7:00 Secular Humanist 
NY Book Club 

SATURDAY, APRIL 6 

10:45 First Saturday Feeding 
Program 

6:30 Antiracism Team 
8:00 Peoples’ Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, APRIL 7 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 UN Global Affairs 
Meeting 

10:00 Membership 
Committee 

1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
12:45 Volunteer Choir 
Rehearsal 

1:00 ANNUAL MEETING 
OT THE 

CONGREGATIONAL 


MONDAY, APRIL 8 

6:00 Buildings & Grounds 

TUESDAY, APRIL 9 

6:30 World Religions 
7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10 

6:00 Church Council 
Potluck 

6:30 Council Meeting 

THURSDAY, APRIL1 11 

7:00 Reiki & Meditation 

FRIDAY, APRIL 12 

4:00 Annual Spring Retreat 
7:00 Esperanto Society 

SATURDAY, APRIL 13 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, APRIL 14 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
12:45 Volunteer Choir 
Rehearsal 

1 :00 Community Circles 
1 :00 Community Women 
1:15 Resistance Cinema 
4:00 Retreat Bus Returns 


MONDAY, APRIL 15 

7:00 12 Steps to a 

Compassionate Life 

TUESDAY, APRIL 16 

6:30 Buddhism As a Spiritual 
Practice 

7:30 UU Christian Fellowship 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17 

6:00 Finance Committee 

FRIDAY, APRIL 19 

6:00 Antiracistalliance.com 
Potluck 

6:30 Green Sanctuary 
Future Visions Films 

7:00 Esperanto Society 

SATURDAY, APRIL 20 

9;00 Antiracist Alliance 
Leadership Training 

5:00 Gallery35 Closing 
Reception 

6:00 Membership Pizza & 
Poetry 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 


SUNDAY, APRIL 21 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
12:15 UN Luncheon 
12:45 Volunteer Choir 
Rehearsal 

1 :00 Action for Justice 
Forum 

MONDAY, APRIL 22 

6:30 Introduction to 
Humanism 101 

TUESDAY, APRIL 23 

2:00 Social Tea 
7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24 

6:00 Board of Trustees 
6:30 Sipping & Searching 

THURSDAY, APRIL 25 

7:00 Reiki & Meditation 
7:00 Earth Day 

FRIDAY, APRIL 26 

6:30 GS Future Vision Films 
6:30 NYC UU Ministers 


SATURDAY, APRIL 27 

8:00 

People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, APRIL 28 

9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

12:45 

Volunteer Choir 


Rehearsal 

1:15 

Resistance Cinema 

MONDAY, APRIL 29 

6:30 

Introduction to 


Humanism 101 

TUESDAY, APRIL 30 

2:00 

Social Tea 

7:00 

Streetsingers 


SAVE THE DATES 

CONGREGATIONAL 
ANNUAL MEETING 
April 7, 2013 at 1:00 pm 
IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL 


CONGREGATIONAL 
BUDGET HEARING 
May 19, 2013 at l :00 pm 
IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL 


FOR MORE Adult Religious Education and 
Opportunities/Events Apr. May see pages 8-9 


Credits & Guidelines 

Members are encouraged to submit articles to Community Connections. The 
submission deadline is typically the first Wednesday of the month prior to 
issue date. Submissions can be emailed to info@ccny.org or hand delivered 
to the Church. Articles submitted are subject to proofing and editing for 
clarity, brevity, grammar, punctuation, spelling and content. 
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THURSDAY, MAY 2 

6:30 Secular Humanist Society of NY 
Book Club 

FRIDAY, MAY 3 

6:30 Antiracism Team 

SATURDAY, MAY 4 

10:45 First Saturday Feeding Program 
5:00 Gallery35 Opening Reception 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, MAY 5 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 UN Global Affairs Meeting 
10:00 Membership Committee 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
1 2:45 Volunteer Choir Rehearsal 
1 :00 Action For Justice Sunday 
1:15 Resistance Cinema 

MONDAY, May 6 

6:00 Buildings & Grounds 

TUESDAY, MAY 7 

6:30 World Religions 
7:00 Streetsingers 


THURSDAY, MAY 8 

6:00 Church Council Potluck 
630 Church Council Meeting 

THURSDAY, MAY 9 

7:00 Reiki & Meditation 

SATURDAY, MAY 11 

4:00 Gallery35 Open House 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 
6:00 Church Auction 

SUNDAY, MAY 12 Mothers’ Day 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
1 2:45 Volunteer Choir Rehearsal 
1 :00 Community Circles 
1 :00 Community Women 
1:15 Resistance Cinema 

TUESDAY, MAY 14 

7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15 

6:00 Finance Cmte. Meeting 

THURSDAY, MAY 16 

7:00 Reiki & Meditation 
7;00 Gallery35 Meeting 


6:00 

Antiracistalliance.com. Potluck 

7:00 

Esperanto Society 

SATURDAY, MAY 18 

5:00 

Gallery35 Open House 

8:00 

People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, MAY 19 

9:30 

Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 

Morning Worship 

11:00 

Sunday School 

12:15 

Fellowship Hour 

1:00 

CONGREGATIONAL BUDGET 
HEARING 

MONDAY, MAY 20 

7:00 

12 Steps to A Compassionate 
Life 

7:00 

Streetsingers 

TUESDAY, MAY 21 

6:30 

Buddhism As a Spiritual 
Practice 

7:30 

UU Christian Fellowship 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22 

6:00 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

THURSDAY, MAY 23 

7:00 

Reiki & Meditation 


SATURDAY, MAY 25 

1 1 :00 Gallery35 Open House 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, MAY 26 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
1:15 Resistance Cinema 

MONDAY, MAY 27 
Memorial Day Holiday 
Church Office Closed 

6:30 Introduction to Humanism 101 
6:30 NYC UU Ministers 

TUESDAY, MAY 28 

2:00 Social Tea 
7:00 Streetsingers 

FRIDAY, MAY 31 

6:30 Green Sanctuary Future 
Vision Film Series 


Events Calendar for May 2013 

FRIDAY, MAY 17 


Rev. Bruce Southworth, Senior Minister 
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Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator 

Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson, Affiliated Minister 

Robert G. Martin, Business Administrator 
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MIDSUMMER 

Messiah 

SUNDAY, JULY 14™ 

Refreshments 12:30 pm 
in The Assembly Hall 
Midsummer Messiah Event 
1:00 pm in the Assembly Hall 

With Hosts 
Rev. Or. Hope Johnson 
Dr. Janice Marie Johnson 
and 

Gerald A. Brown, Music Director 

The Community Church of NY 
40 East 35 Street • New York, NY 10016 
For more information please contact 
Jerry Brown at jbrown@ccny or 
212 683-4988 ext. 33 


T he Community Church of New York has 
been presenting the Christmas portion 
and Hallelujah Chorus from Georg 
Friedrich Handel’s Messiah on Christmas 
Eve for decades. In December of 2007, the 
Reverend Dr. Hope Johnson and Dr. Janice 


Marie Johnson brought the idea of a 
Midsummer Messiah to our Director of 
Music, Jerry Brown. Their plan was to get 
together in an informal setting on a Sunday 
afternoon in the summer and to sing 
through the Messiah choruses. Jerry agreed 
that it would be a great summer activity, 
and so the Midsummer Messiah began. 

This year the annual event will take place 
Sunday, July 14. After Sunday 11 am 
worship, we will meet in the Assembly Hall 
of Community Church at 12:30 pm for 
delicious, savory and sweet refreshments. 
The singing will begin promptly at 1 pm 
ending by 3 pm. Copies of the music will be 
provided, but you may bring your own music 
if you like. Please join us for a wonderful 
time of fellowship and music making. 
Everyone is welcome, regardless of your 
musical background. If you have never sung 
in a major choral work, this would be a 
great opportunity to have that experience in 
a warm and friendly atmosphere. If you 
don't sing, please join the audience. 

If you have any questions, feel free to con- 
tact Jerry Brown by phone at 212 683 4988, 
Extension 33 or by emailing him at 
jbrown@ccny.org. 
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BIRTHDAYS ^ 


f BIRTHDAYS ^ 
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June 2013 


JULY 2013 



1 Julie Abbruscato 


2 Philip Patinka 


i 

3 Katie Karlovitz 


3 Fred DeLisi 



7 Stephen Adeyinka 


7 Dawn Stewart-Lookkin 


3 

Samuel Kerns 


8 Jody Leight 


9 

8 Kevin Maxwell 


10 Nina Bernstein 


12 

Kenly Dillard 


Bryanna Patinka 


13 

12 Virginia Asman 


13 Ivan Birchall 



Austin Publicover 


14 Priscilla Stadler 


14 

16 Ellen Mandelbaum 


Lehna Huie 



1 7 George Marshall 


1 7 Eberly Mareci 


15 

18 Emilio DeTorre 


19 Jonathan Hampton 



19 Anita Monick 


Kayla Southworth 



20 Barb Conkin 


27 Rachel Stone 



21 Derek Peruo 


28 Lisa Gluck 


19 

24 William Campbell, Jr. 


29 Michael Southworth 



26 Maria Velez-Lopez 


30 Jason Nunan 



30 Robert Reiss 


,31 Peter Robinson, Jr. , 


21 

Shelley Crandall J 


22 


24 


26 

28 

\30 


BIRTHDAYS a, 

August 2013 

Karen Ethelsdattar 
Charles Hymowitz 
Sarah Ann Manocherian 
Maureen Holder 
Evelen Dana Hough 
Jean Krampner 
Phyllis Andrews 
Kimberly Ball 
Cheryl Walker 
Courtnie Julien 
John Silver 
Maddi Gutfreind 
Heather Burgher 
Allen McNatt 
Winifred Zubin 
Bill Rothfarb 
Margery Johnston 
Terelle Julien 
Stacy Raisis 
Reena Kondo 
Patricia Kolb 
Renee Otto 
David Strachan 
M. Bridget Brosnan , 


IN MEMORIAM 

It is with sadness we announce the passing of Martin Theodores on May 25 after a long term 
illness. Martin most recently served Community Church as a member of the Board of Trustees. 
He will be long remembered for his passion for justice issues. Please keep his family and 
friends in your thoughts. 


Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator, thanks the members and friends of Community for 
their thoughts, prayers, visits, cards and emails following the unexpected death of her father, 
Edward J. Lynch. They meant so much to her and her family was deeply touched. 


Q 
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Members Out and About 

M embers Rev. Hope Johnson and Janice Marie Johnson 

received their Doctorates in Multi-Faith Ministry from New 
York Theological Seminary on Saturday, May 18. They are 



Janice, Bruce and Hope 


long-time members of Community who are grateful to Community 
for its ongoing love and support. Rev. Bruce Southworth celebrated 
with Hope and Janice at their Graduation and at the Celebratory 
lunch where he offered a prayer for their continued success. Esther 
Rosado, Director of Lifespan Education was Chair of their Site Team 
and hosted a reception. Rev. Dr. Anthony Johnson, Affiliate Minister, 
hooded both Hope and Janice at their Hooding Ceremony and 
inspired them to enter in the program. Janice and Rev. Bruce 
served on his Site Team until his graduation three years ago. 

Hope’s dissertation is entitled: FROM TOUR, TO JOURNEY, TO PIL- 
GRIMAGE: LESSONS FROM THE MOVEMENT. She explains, “The 
Unitarian Universalist Living Legacy Pilgrimage grew out of my 
experience of journeying through the Deep South (Alabama, 
Mississippi and Tennessee) with others representing all faiths. I 
embarked — somewhat ambivalently — on my first Civil Rights Tour. 

I had lived all over the world and frankly speaking, had no interest 
in the Deep South. I went simply because it was convenient. 
Something major shifted deep inside me. I came back home trans- 
formed with a deeper understanding of the racism that I faced — 
and continue to face — every single day of my life. I was committed 
to doing my part to change the world. With each visit back to The 
South, I became more and more aware of the impact of the struggle 
for racial justice and better understood the deep need for spiritual 
resilience for the work of dismantling racism. Pilgrimage is a spiri- 
tual journey, one that invited me to become a pilgrim, to examine 
my own commitment to dismantling racism, and finally, to carrying 
on the legacy of the Civil Rights veterans into today’s world. My 


personal transformation moved me to find a way to act for justice 
through the metaphor of Pilgrimage. As a Unitarian Universalist, it 
has also provided the opportunity for me to reclaim the rich 
Unitarian Universalist legacy of standing on the side of love. At the 
end of a full week of experiential learning, participants across all 
traditions are transformed and return home ready to face the chal- 
lenge of doing something to fight against racism.” Hope serves as 
Minister of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Central 
Nassau in Garden City. 

Janice’s dissertation is entitled BUILDING BRIDGES TO BELOVED 
COMMUNITY, and its focus is on offering practical tools and best 
practices for building multicultural sensibility and community. 
Janice explains, “Growing up as an internationalist child, youth, 
and young adult, I experienced glimpses of Beloved Community as I 
traveled and lived throughout the world. As an adult, I am commit- 
ted to creating faith communities living into Beloved Community. I 
designed a conference for Unitarian Universalist congregations who 
had demonstrated maturity regarding multicultural competency, 
the Mosaic Makers: Leading Vital Multicultural Congregations 
Conference. It brought together teams of professional and lay reli- 
gious leaders for worship, experiential learning, and inspirational 
presentations. I founded the Multicultural Leadership Institute of 
the Unitarian Universalist Association, a learning environment that 
extends into the larger world. It employs best practices, develops 
and tests new resources, and engages participants to embody 



Lehna, Janice, Jova and Hope 


Beloved Community.” Janice will host her second Mosaic Makers 
Conference at All Souls Unitarian, in Tulsa, OK, November, 2013. 
She serves as Multicultural Ministries and Leadership Director at 
the UUA. She is former Director of Lifespan Education here at 
Community Church. 

Congratulations to the Doctors Johnson — Hope and Janice! 

Well done! 




May 5th With Reverend Michael Ellick 
Another Stimulating 
Action For Justice Sunday 

by Russell Branca 

O n Sunday morning May 5, Rev. Michael Ellick of Judson 
Memorial Church took the stage at Community Church as 
the principle speaker for ACTION FOR JUSTICE SUNDAY to 
deliver his sermon “Forgive Us Our Debts". As the title suggests, 
Rev. Ellick’s talk revolved around the idea of debt forgiveness and 
the economic policies adopted by the government in response to the 
recession begun in 2008. His early involvement with the Occupy 
Wall St. movement, his co-founding of “Occupy Faith”, and his 
encouragement of the Rolling Jubilee Project, which addresses the 
issue of debt, would clearly tip off anyone as to the substance of 
his sermon. 

But drawing on Deuteronomy, the book from the Old Testament that 
he describes as too often neglected, Rev. Ellick probed deeper into 


the issue to demonstrate the point that the idea of social and eco- 
nomic justice is firmly rooted in and indispensable to the Judeo- 
Christian tradition. He was critical of the tendency in many current 
Christian denominations to over emphasize notions of personal sal- 
vation at the expense of social connectedness. Our cohesion as a 
community carries economic obligations that require inclusiveness 
as part of the moral and ethical fabric. Debt forgiveness has 
indisputable Biblical roots, and excessive inequality in a society is 
an imbalance that is immoral and needs correction. 

Rev. Ellick has made clear that his life is committed to putting the 
social gospel into action and developing a new Christian vocabu- 
lary for a post Christian world and in an America threatened by 
falling Empire and failing Plutocracy. Following the 11am service, 
he remained for a lively Q&A session with congregants in the 
Assembly Hall after Fellowship Hour at 1pm. A stimulating and 
inspiring speaker, we look forward to hearing from him again. A 
video of the day’s event will soon be available from ACTION FOR 
JUSTICE. Please see Karen Hoover about obtaining a copy. 



Action for Justice 


MY CLASS AT THE 
INTERNATIONAL CENTER 

by Sandy Brooks 

T hey come from Kazakstan, Egypt, Armenia, Mauritania and 
Dagostan. They leave behind a world they knew with friends, 
family, and a culture that is still deep within their souls. In 
seeking acculturation to the America they have dreamed of, the 
struggle for the new language is ever ongoing since English will 
provide entry to the new world, to new relationships, to possible 
employment. 

In our weekly encounters, we slowly develop trust to risk new 
sounds in speech that are alien to those they have known. Risking 
is vital, and so is laughter which reduces the stress as the chal- 
lenges are enormous. A Ukrainian young woman asks when she will 
sound like an American! I smile and suggest that perhaps our goal 
might be to ask and understand directions to Central Park, to the 


Met, to use the #7 train to get from Queens to Manhattan. I can 
relate in part to their struggle as I recalled my own need to negoti- 
ate in my village in Mexico, realizing that "cuanta cuesta?" (how 
much does it cost?) and "donde esta bano?" (where is the bath- 
room?) dominated my early forays into Spanish. 

We start the first class with Introductions. I partner two students 
from different ethnicities. We decide what are the important 
questions to ask and develop interview skills. Later we 'introduce' 
our partners to the rest of the class learning where they came from, 
how long they have been in the USA, what goals they have, 
where they live in this city and what their hobby is. The following 
week I notice that certain 'connections' are made as they chat with 
a new friend in the cafe, growing English and developing a possi- 
ble friendship with a new classmate who might have come from a 
different continent. 

I realize that after years of teaching English as a second language 

continued on page 6 
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Joel Mandelbaum Music Concerts 

ttention is called to two forthcoming concerts which will 
include Joel’s music. On Sunday, June 2, at 3:00pm , at the 
Center for Jewish History, 15 West 16th Street, a concert by 
the American Society for Jewish Music will include two excerpts 
from his 1972 opera, The Dybbuk, based on S. Ansky's famous play. 
Also on the program will be music by Gerald Cohen, Jeff Kahane, 
Yehudi Wyner and Judith Zaimont, all very highly regarded living 
composers. 


On Friday evening, June 7 at 7:15 pm in the Assembly Hall of the 
Community Church of New York, five of Joel’s songs will be included 
on a recital by Kathryn Wieckhorst, the fine soprano who sang at 
his 80th birthday concert last October (most of the songs she will 
sing were not heard then). She is giving the recital to help raise 
funds to finance her trip abroad this Summer, where several impor- 
tant career opportunities await her. Admission will be free, but 
voluntary contributions will be solicited. A share of the proceeds 
will be given to the church's Organ Restoration Project. 



Members’ Poetry 


Tulip Galaxy 

Eleven 

months again 
until the tulips 
from here to there 
a blink for me 
unless my eyes 
are gently closed 
able to see 
the garden 
in the galaxy. 

~ Mary Orovan 



A SUMMER HAIKU 

Flowering pear trees, 

White blossoms on 14th street; 

Summer sends blessings 

~ Sandy Brooks 


Contributing Friend 

Big Infant Child 

Wow! Look, at this big infant child. 

A good girl; you stand tall. 

You cry baby cry; you talk baby talk. 

You cry for mom’s milk, you suck mom’s milk. 

It fills you up; it comforts you. 

A big burp jumps out from your tiny pouch. You squirm. 

You crawl around on tiny hands; you grab at all in your path. 

Your small hands pull, grasp and clap. 

Your doting dad looks on with watchful loving pupils and stops your tiny 
hands from running wild. 

Daddy tucks you in; your silky strands sprawl on fluffy pillows. 

You roll, again and again, back and forth, amidst soft wool and cool cotton cloths. 

Your vanilla room is spic and span with imaginations of Scooby Doo on its window blind. 

A rainbow casts a glow and puts a painting on a vacant wall. 

It looks so good. It disturbs and you laugh at its sight; your toothy grin shows humorously. 

Ah, at last, you find your happy spot. It’s a thrill. 

Happy as a lark; you nap without a fuss, without a cry. 

Your tiny snorts say good night. A kiss from mom and a kiss from dad gloss your saintly brow. 
Big infant child. -Joan Gilbert 

The poem is called “Big Infant Child”. I wrote about my granddaughter, who, at the 
time was only a few months old; (she is now 2). 





HERE AT COMMUNITY 


continued from page 4 

that I have learned as much as I have taught, and possibly 
learned more! They bring their worlds to me. With Makiko from 
Japan, I learn that depending on the age of the person you greet, 
the bowing is of different depths. Alberto from Ecuador struggles 
with the separation from his wife and son as he seeks to make a 
new life here before he sends for them. Naira from Moscow shares 
a grim picture of the gangs in that city and the growing differences 
in wealth. My emails from Korea from a student who studied here 
and then returned speak to the tension of the North and the South 
and how they are really one people. 


We learn to share two important words in any language, "thank 
you." Then we teach one another how to say 'thank you' in the 
eight languages in our class. A struggle ensues as we wrestle with 
"spasiba" or "shokrun" or "tekashur dedad" but the ensuing laugh- 
ter is worth more than the correct pronunciation. 

In a world weary with mighty issues, we savor the human 
connections we make . 


A New Initiative to help Fatoumata 
Gassama and her Childen: The Immigrant 
Family Transition Fund 

Leonore Tiefer 

A s many of you know, the Community 
Church New Sanctuary Task Force has 
been part of a team helping a lovely 
young Senegalese woman, Fatoumata 
Gassama, and her children since 2009, 
following the cruel and unexpected depor- 
tation of her husband Sory Fofana in 2007. 

Fatoumata has not been able to work 
because of the responsibility of 6 small children plus a back injury 
from falling down a flight of stairs, so they live in a Bronx homeless 
shelter and survive on food stamps and public benefits. It’s a very 
difficult life, one that many of us can only imagine. It’s made even 
harder by the injustice of the situation, insofar as Sory was the 
breadwinner and the family was doing fine until he was detained. 

Nevertheless, Fatoumata is coping with the situation by focusing on 
the needs of her family. She is a terrific mother, and her children (4 
older girls and 2 younger boys, aged 7-16) are interesting and cre- 
ative youngsters who are all doing well in school. Three have math 
and science aptitude, one leans towards writing, one towards the 
arts, and the youngest is quite athletic. Every year is full of surpris- 
es as they grow and change. They are all observant Muslims who 
belong to a mosque in the Bronx. The kids study Islam and are 
learning Arabic. We would see them more often at Community 
Church were it not for their mosque activities on Sundays. 


Community Church (together with Judson Memorial Church) has a 
support committee that meets monthly to help Fatoumata with 
educational, housing, health and legal issues. After a very lengthy 
and grueling process, her asylum hearing is 
this coming up August 7, and we are optimistic 
that after the hearing, she will no longer be in 
danger of deportation. 

However, the economic difficulties of the family 
show little signs of improvement, and the hous- 
ing situation is especially dire. The availability 
of large apartments for families totally on pub- 
lic assistance is nonexistent. Because of this, 
Fatoumata’s committee is initiating a fundraising project beginning 
in June, 2013, to create a fund, the Immigrant Family Transition 
Fund (IFTF), that will supplement the public assistance monies and 
allow Fatoumata and her children to live in a Bronx rental apart- 
ment that is not part of the homeless shelter system. 

We will be approaching the Board for permission to inaugurate the 
IFTF, and we will be putting together an interfaith and intergenera- 
tional working group to design the fundraising project. Our project 
will reach out to Muslim communities and other concerned religious 
groups, as well as to generous and sympathetic friends and advo- 
cates. We will make use of social media. It will be an interesting 
and creative way to learn more about social justice issues in New 
York City, so please join the working group for the IFTF. Please con- 
tact Leonore Tiefer at 212-533-2774 or ltiefer@mindspring.com. 
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Gallery35 Annual Report 2012-2013 


T he gallery35 committee enjoyed a year of innovation beginning 
with our first invitational show! Through our membership in 
the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association, we invited eleven 
interested Murray Hill artists to show their work alongside that of 
our own member artists in an exhibit we called “Murray Hill & 
Beyond.” A highlight during the run of the show was a special 
event in which local historian Minor Bishop presented a filmed 
walking tour of the neighborhood. 


Our annual “SmallWorks” show took a new twist this year with the 
addition of a sales table featuring gifts such as ceramics, note- 
cards, prints, jewelry, and tiles created by the same artists who 
were exhibiting their small pieces on the walls of the gallery. 


For our hosted show, Haitian artist Vidho Lorville presented “From 
the Soul” — from which a portion of the proceeds would be donated 
to help support Aye-Ti Moun Yo, a healing through the art project for 
orphan children in Haiti as well as to help one of the orphanages: 
“Foyer Espoir pour les Enfants” located at Delmas 75 in Port-au- 
Prince. Vidho also presented art workshops for children including 
those in the Religious Education program at Community Church. 


Virginia Asman, chair of gallery35, presented 32 digital works — 
most of which were being exhibited for the first time — in her solo 
show entitled “pixels on paper.” 


The best representational work of fourteen gallery35 artists com- 
prised our final show — ” Emerging Visions: Art Showcase 2013.” 


Artist receptions were held for all of our exhibitions, providing an 
opportunity for members, neighbors and friends of Community 
Church to enjoy the experience of art and fellowship with one 
another. 

New this year, slide shows of additional artists’ work were projected 
on the large TV screen for the enjoyment of our guests. 

Another “first” for gallery35ms our participation in the Murray 
Hill Street Festival on May 25th. We offered small art pieces as well 
as prints and notecards for sale on Park Avenue. At the same time 
we invited fair goers to visit our gallery to see our current exhibit. 

A new feature added to the monthly business meetings were spe- 
cial discussions which included creating art on the ipad, preparing 
JPEGs ior art submissions and matting and framing for exhibitions. 

In addition to the foregoing, gallery35 was represented at both the 
Committee Fair and the Crafts Show. 

During the year, gallery35 enjoyed some sales, 15% of which were 
contributed to Community Church. 

Finally, we welcomed six new members — JodyLeight, Cari Clare 
and Bob McKeoun from Community Church and Rick Perez, Pat 
Gericke and Matt Cervenka from our Murray Hill outreach. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Virginia Asman, chair 


A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO COMMUNITY’S OFFICE VOLUNTEERS 

• George Martin is here Monday and Wednesday mornings and occasionally Friday. 

• Russell Branca volunteers Wednesday afternoon • Sal Seda is here Tuesday and Thursday mornings. 

These wonderful volunteers help with answering the phone and the busy doorbell. George, Russell and Sal also help with 
stuffing/labeling our many publications and mailings. 

We would appreciate more office volunteers especially on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday afternoon, and Friday morning/after- 
noon. If you have time available during the day, please consider offering your gift of time. It gives the staff a chance to get to 
know you better too. That is the best gift of all. If you can help, please be in touch with Robert Martin, our Church 
Administrator at 212-683-4988 ext. 20 

O 
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OPPORTUNITIES 2013 


Religious Education/Family Ministries Celebration/Picnic 
Sunday, June 9th, Front & Rear Lounge and Backyard 


First Saturday Feeding of the Hungry in the Bowery 
Saturdays, June 1, July 6, August 3, 10:45 am 

We invite you to help the Sai Baba group feed the hungry on the 
First Saturday of each month. We meet on Forsyth, just south of 
Houston at 10:45 am. Please bring vegetarian food to share with 
the over 100 people who come. This is an outdoor event so dress 
for the weather. For more information contact Valerie Lynch at 
vlynch@ccny.org or 212-683-4988. 

World Religions 

Tuesday, June 4, 6:30-8 pm, Session - Shamanism. 

This series is presenting a basic picture of each of nine World 
Religions, using video and other imaging, text, commentary, and 
sometimes art and music. The class is led by Rev. Orlanda 
Brugnola. 

UU Christian Fellowship 

Tuesday, June 4, 18, 7:30 pm, Front Lounge 

MNY-UUCF, a local chapter of the national UU Christian Fellowship 
(UUFC), is led by the Rev. Kelly Murphy Mason, a UU community 
minister and former Vice-President of the UUCF. The chapter meets 
the first Tuesday of every month at Community for fellowship and 
discussion, religious education, and spiritual deepening. 

Will not meet July and August. 

Secular Humanist Society of NY Book Club 

Thursdays, June 6, July 11, August 1, 6:30-8:30 pm, Front Lounge 

June -The Social Conquest of Earth by Edward 0. Wilson 

July -This Explains Everything: Deep, Beautiful, and Elegant 

Theories of How the World Works, Editor: John Brockman 

August - TBA 

Resistance Cinema 
Sundays, 1:15 pm, Gallery 
June 16, Surving Progress 
June 23, Nothing Like Chocolate 
July/August schedule to be announced. 


Reiki & Meditation 

Thursdays, June 13, 27, July 11, August 8, 7-8:30 pm 
Rear Lounge 

Come join Renee Joey Morelli, advanced Reiki Practitioner, for an 
evening discovering how to enhance your life with Reiki and 
Meditation. Reiki is a Japanese technique for stress reduction and 
relaxation that also promotes healing. Reiki treats the whole person 
including body, emotions, mind and spirit by balancing the life 
force energy that come from within. Learn how Reiki can be a 
simple, natural and safe method of spiritual healing and self- 
improvement that everyone can use 

Community International Dinners 
Thursday, June 13, 6:30 pm 

Our next international dinner will be at the Ukraninan East Village 
Restaurant, 140 2nd Ave (btwn E 9th St & St Marks PI), New York, 
NY 10003 Tel: (212) 614-3283. Please join us for some delicious 
beef stroganoff, potato pancakes and interesting company. The 
prices are reasonable and the food is delicious! Please contact 
Laura Breach at laurabreach@gmail.com or call or text at 1-917- 
579-9407 by Tuesday, June 11th so we can make a reservation. 

JUNTEENTH and Potluck 
Friday, June 14, 5:30-9 pm 
Gallery/Front/Rear Lounges 

With "Songs of Hope and Freedom," Kim & Reggie Harris will lead 
our community in a celebration of Juneteenth, the oldest nationally 
celebration commemoration of the ending of slavery in the United 
States, dating back to 1865. Today Juneteenth commemorates 
African American freedom, with people of all races, nationalities 
and religions coming together to acknowledge a period in our histo- 
ry that shaped and continues to influence our society today. For 
over two decades, Kim and Reggie have been affiliates of the 
Kennedy Center Partners in Education program, offering multimedia 
performances for students and community, professionally-devel- 
oped curriculum support materials, and in-depth workshops for 
educators at all grade levels. 

Anti-Racism Team 

Friday, June 7, 6:30 pm, Gallery 

Join the members of the Anti-Racism Team as we continue to 
expand our horizons. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 2013 continued 


Social Tea 

Tuesday, August 26, 2-3:30 pm„ Assembly Hall 

Join us for a guest speakers, light refreshments and conversation. 
Summer Break — June/Julv 

Sipping & Searching 

Wednesday, June 26, 6:30 pm, Front Lounge 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Johnson will facilitate this popular discussion 
group. Join us for pizza, soft drinks, beer and great conversation. 
Will not meet July and August 

Green Sanctuary’s Future Visions 
Friday, June 28, 6:30 pm, Gallery 

Film: TBA 

Will not meet July and August 


Midsummer Messiah 

Sunday, July 14, 6:30 pm 

Refreshment in the Assembly Hall, 12:30 pm 

Singing starts promptly at 1:00 ending 3:00 pm 

Copies of the music will be provided but you may bring your own 
music if you like. Please join us for a wonderful time of music 
making. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Jerry Brown 
by phone at 212 683 4988, Extension 33 or by emailing him at 
jbrown@ccny.org. (see front page) 

Introduction to Humanism 101 

Monday, June 24, 6:30-8:30 pm, Rear Lounge 

This Study Group is facilitated by John Rafferty of the Secular 
Humanist Society of New York. 

Conflict Transformation-Congregational Discussion with 
Margaret Keyser, Consultant. Originally scheduled for Saturday, 
June 8 — 

Now being rescheduled for the early fall - New date will be 
announced. 



Rev. Dr. Richard Speck held an all-day training on Saturday, May 1 1 at the the Board of 
Trustees Retreat and gave us some wonderful tips as to how to help the church grow. 



O 






Events Calendar for June 2013 


SATURDAY, JUNE 1 

1 0:45 1 st Saturday Feeding 
5:00 Gallery35 Open House 

SUNDAY, JUNE 2 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 UN Global Affairs 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
12:45 Congregational 
Quarterly Meeting 

MONDAY, JUNE 3 

6:00 Buildings & Grounds 

TUESDAY, JUNE 4 

6:30 World Religions 

7:00 Streetsingers 

7:30 UU Christian Fellowship 

THURSDAY, JUNE 6 

6:00 Buildings & Grounds 
6:30 Secular Humanist 
Society 

FRIDAY, JUNE 7 

6:30 Antiracism Team 

SATURDAY, JUNE 8 

5:00 Gallery35 Open House 


SUNDAY, JUNE 9 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 Membership 
Committee 

1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:00 RE Sunday/Picnic 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 

TUESDAY, JUNE 11 

7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12 

6:00 Church Council Potluck 
6:30 Church Council Mtg. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 13 

7:00 Reike & Meditation 

FRIDAY, JUNE 14 

5:00 Juneteenth 

SATURDAY, JUNE 15 

5:00 Gallery35 Open House 


SUNDAY, JUNE 16 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
1:00 Action For Justice 
Forum 

1:15 Resistance Cinema 

TUESDAY, JUNE 18 

7:00 Gallery35 Meeting 
7:30 UU Christian Fellowship 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19 

6:00 Finance Cmte. Meeting 
6:00 Textile Study Group 

UUA General Assembly 
Louisville, KY 

THURSDAY, JUNE 20 
UUA General Assembly 
Louisville, KY 

FRIDAY, JUNE 21 

5:30 Antiracistaliance.com 
Potluck 

UUA General Assembly 
Louisville, KY 


SATURDAY, JUNE 22 

3:00 Gallery35 Closing 
Reception 

UUA General Assembly 
Louisville, KY 

SUNDAY, JUNE 23 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
1:15 Resistance Cinema 
UUA General Assembly 
Louisville, KY 

MONDAY, JUNE 24 

6:30 Introduction to 
Humanism 101 

TUESDAY, JUNE 25 

7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26 

6:00 Board of Trustees 
6:30 Sipping & Searching 

THURSDAY, JUNE 27 

7:00 Reiki & Meditation 


FRIDAY, JUNE 28 

6:30 Green Sanctuary 
Future Film Series 

SUNDAY, JUNE 30 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 

THURSDAY, JULY 4 

Fourth of July Holiday 

FRIDAY, JULY 5 

Church Office/Building Closed 

SATURDAY, JULY 6 

1 0:45 1 st Saturday Feeding 

SUNDAY, JULY 7 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 UN Global Affairs 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 


Church Office Summer Hours 
9 am to 5:30 pm 
Monday to Thursday 
July 5th through August 30th 


FOR MORE Adult Religious Education and June/July/August (Summer) Opportunities/Events 
see pages 8-9 


Rev. Bruce Southworth, Senior Minister 

Esther Rosado, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

Gerald A. Brown, Director of Music 

Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator 

Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson, Affiliated Minister 

Robert G. Martin, Business Administrator 



The Community Church of New York 
Unitarian Universalist 

40 East 35th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

www.ccny.org / 

Tel: 212.683.4988 


Have A Great Summer! ~ Be Back in September 

ISSUE: FIFTY FOUR 

Our Community, Here At Community, Calendars 
and much more... 

Deadline for September issue due August 7. 2013 
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Celebrate Community’s Homecoming 
Morning Worship 11 am 
September 8, 2013 


Join Us For 



The Annual 

Activities & Committees Fair ~ September 22 
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New Members 

Welcome to Lori Vlaeminck, who joined Community this 
spring. Lori’s main interest is global issues, especially in 
relation to women and children and equality issues. 

Members Out And About 

Kathy Polkabla is now a licensed ham radio operator. She passed 
the qualifying exam at Columbia University this past spring. 
Kathy’s call sign is KD2EEU and she is now a member of a local 
club. Her equipment is set up and she can communicate with 
people all over. It is good to know when all communication goes 
down - Ham radio doesn’t! 

A Message from Anne Kelemen 

Clothing and textiles can now be reused and recycled - Bring your 
items to Union Square Greenmarket (NW corner of Union Square 
Park) on Mondays and Saturdays, 8 am-4 pm. 

Karen Ethelsdattar sends greetings to all her friends at 
Community. She has moved to Gladstone, Oregon to be near 
family. 


SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
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Michelle Asencio 
Jeannette Juanita Gilmore 
Maximo Martinez-Arocho 
Carol Apicella 
Barbara Phillips 
Molly Scott 
Hope Johnson 
Janice Marie Johnson 
David Asencio 
Jil Novenski 
Rakisha White 
Marvin Carlson 
Robert McNatt 
Kay Xanthakos 
Anthony Torchio 
Christopher Asencio 
Deborah de Bauernfeind 
Renee Morelli 
Laurie Jakobsen 
Denise Mumm 
Samuel Gale 


Martin Theodores passed away on May 25, after a series of illnesses over the last couple of years. Martin had a life-long 
passion for social justice and served us here at Community most recently as a member of the Board of Trustees. The date for a 
Memorial Service date has not yet been set with family and will be announced when that is arranged. 

Pete Seeger's wife Toshi Seeger passed away on July 9, at age 91. We join the Seeger family and so many friends and fans in 
thanksgiving for her life, talents, compassion, activism and vision. She, Pete, and their family are in our hearts, thoughts and 
prayers. 

Stacy Raisis passed away this past Spring, after a long illness. Many will remember her warm friendly smile while volunteering 
at the bookstall on Sundays during Fellowship Hour. She will be greatly missed. We keep her friends and family in our thoughts 
and prayers. 


Remembering Martin Theodores 

by George Garland 

M artin Theodores reacted with passion and energy to the 
opportunities and challenges of life. He brought a rich life 
experience and focus that enrolled others in his pursuits. 
Elected to the Board of Trustees of Community Church, he apolo- 
gized sincerely for missing a Board meeting as he was admitted to 
NYU hospital for what turned out to be multiple heart bypass sur- 
gery! 


I got to know Martin as he brought his hospitality industry experi- 
ence to bear on Community Church’s Guest House Off Park. Martin 
felt strongly that upgrading conditions while establishing a sepa- 
rate web presence would lead to higher revenues. I explained that 
the road to such greater investment lead through the Finance 
Committee which had an impossibly crowded agenda. Martin then 
was the lead off item at the next Finance Committee meeting and 
won endorsement of his ideas. That was a typical reaction to 
“impossible” for Martin. Today the Guest House does have its own 
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web site, has invested in upgrades, and has revenues around 
$400,000, up from somewhere south of $300,000 when Martin 
started his campaign. 

Martin had developed a network among New York area hospitals to 
collect medical supplies and equipment for Pastors for Peace to 
send to Cuba. Martin told of being at a poolside in Southampton, 
calling his host a “fascist” while his host called Martin a “commu- 
nist.” Martin’s host then arranged for free warehouse space in 
Queens for storage of collected medical supplies and equipment. 
Martin was quick to point out that I invited Martin to tell about his 
work for my “Doing Global Good” class at Community Church of NY. 
Martin told the class that the head of Pastors for Peace had died. 
Martin suggested that Community Church take over and send med- 
ical supplies and equipment to the 14 regional hospitals in earth- 
quake stricken Haiti which were run by Cuban doctors. Martin noted 
that the warehouse needed some tidying up and help making an 
inventory of its contents. My friend Matthius Resch brought his 
young friends to the warehouse and did just that! Some Service 
Employees International Union members were also helping Martin 
run the warehouse and helped with pick ups. Martin explained that 
his contacts were calling with offers and he needed to respond in a 
timely manner to maintain his working relationships. I wrote a pro- 
posal to Kingsland Camp Committee after getting the blessing of 
the UN Global Affairs Committee to sponsor Martin’s Haiti 
Ambulance Project. Pending action by the committee, I funded 


several of Martin’s pick-ups. On the first venture in Far Rockaway, 

I also drove the 24 foot rented truck and helped haul goods from 
the hospital and into the warehouse. Such was Martin’s power to 
make the need real and engage others to meet the challenges he 
posed. 

Martin was now working with Bob Schwartz and Disarm, an organi- 
zation founded by Ramsey Clark to work with Cuba. Bob, former 
Executive Director of Pacifica radio station WBAI, had extensive 
experience getting medical supplies and equipment to Cuba. Bob 
knew the Cubans and Haitians had an agreement to build the 
Haitian health care system. He also knew they would need good 
information before proceeding. 

Bob asked for an assessment of what was needed at these Haitian 
hospitals. My colleagues in Jacmel visited the Haitian hospital 
there and the response to “what do you need?” was “everything.” 
When I visited Haiti last month, we took a sick member of out 
team to that very Cuban hospital! Martin made a plea to the 
Executive Committee of the Community Church Board of Trustees, 
got unanimous approval from the UN Global Affairs Committee, 
and got approval from the Community Church Board to submit 
proposals both for funding pick-ups and for funding a container 
load to Haiti. Happy ending? Indeed a container left the warehouse 
in Queens and went to the warehouse in Haiti serving their network 
of 14 hospitals. What a guy! 


Resistance Cinema 

by Russell Branca 

T he Resistance Cinema screening on Sunday June 23 was a very special one for us. That week marked the 10th ANNIVERSARY of 
RESISTANCE CINEMA. Along with supporters we celebrated our 10 years in operation with coffee, tea, biscuits and a delicious 10th 
Anniversary Cake. The film for that day was FINDING JOE, a documentary on the ideas of the famed mythologist Joseph Campbell. 

Resistance Cinema was a project that was never intended to be anything more than a 
temporary interim activity between Teach-Ins on the Iraq war. Originally the Education 
Committee of Not In Our Name NYC, we organized a very successful celebrity Teach-In 
in the Hall Of Worship at Community Church on March 15, 2003. Before diving into our 
next big project we decided to initiate a summer film series just to remain active. On 
June 29, 2003 Resistance Cinema screened its first film in the Gallery Room. We never 
let up. In 2006 we became a formal part of Community Church. Now here we are 10 
years from our beginning having screened over 200 documentaries, many of which 
have been the most contemporary groundbreaking films influential in shaping the 
debates on public policy. 

Check out our schedule and come join us as we continue a grand tradition! 

Q 
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Community Church of New York Continues a History of Leadership as a Responsible 
Investor & Shareholder Advocate 


Community Church of NY, 
through our investment 
management firm Walden 
Asset Management, 
recently co-filed two 
shareholder resolutions 
with companies in which 
we are invested: 

Emerson Electric: For the 
fourth consecutive year, 
Community Church of NY 
has co-filed a resolution 
asking Emerson Electric 
to produce sustainability 
reports. Over 20 investors 
joined in this effort to 
make Emerson Electric 
more transparent on cli- 
mate and sustainability 
issues. 

Accenture: Community 
Church of NY co-filed 
a resolution with 
Accenture seeking lobby- 
ing disclosure. The resolu- 
tion received a 
respectable 31% of the 
vote last year, but the 
company did not agree to 
more transparency in its 
lobbying disclosure. 
Accenture is a Board 
member of the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, 
which is vigorously 
against environmental 
legislation. The U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce 
even sued the EPA for 
being proactive on cli- 
mate change and curtail- 
ing greenhouse gases. 

This double standard must 
be challenged. 


INTRODUCTION: 

Community Church has a reputation for being an activist church, and with good reason. You may be 
aware of member and group activities on, for example, becoming a Green Sanctuary or fighting for 
immigrant rights. But did you know that we also use our investment assets to further our mission 
as a "caring, justice-making, anti-racist, diverse, spiritual community"? Since 1992, Community 
Church of NY has partnered with our wealth management firm, Walden Asset Management, to lead 
shareholder activist strategies to ensure our money is invested in the most socially responsible way 
possible. On June 26, the Board invited Timothy Smith of Walden to provide an overview as to how 
our funds are used to further Community Church of NY's mission. Below is a letter from Mr. Smith 
that highlights how Community Church of NY uses our investments to lead by example. 


C ommunity Church of New York is commit- 
ted to have its investments managed in a 
way that protects the finances of the 
Congregation while also reflecting the Church’s 
values and beliefs. 

To advance these dual goals, in 1992 Community 
Church of New York chose Walden Asset 
Management to manage the Church’s investments 
resulting in over two decades of partnership in 
Responsible Investing and Shareholder Advocacy. 

The Congregation’s commitment to being a sus- 
tainable and responsible investor is demonstrated 
in several ways. 

I. Screening 

First, the Community Church of New York’s portfolio 
is evaluated and screened by Walden so it does not 
hold stock in industries or companies where there 
would be a direct conflict with the Congregation’s 
mission or values. 

For example, the portfolio does not hold stock in 
tobacco companies, handgun manufacturers or 
major military companies. This screening is done 
by the Walden Environmental, Social and 
Governance (ESG) and Portfolio Management 
teams using our research as well as research pro- 
vided by organizations specializing in ESG 
research. 


Looking forward, a very current, hotly debated 
issue within the UUA community as well as with 
other investors is the question of owning stock in 
fossil fuel companies because of their contribution 
to climate change. Stimulated by Bill McKibben, 
the environmental leader and his call for “divest- 
ment”, some investors have decided to screen out 
or divest stock in 200 fossil fuel companies. 

The UUA nationally has taken a different approach 
preferring to keep the shares they hold in oil and 
gas companies and utilizing their voice and lever- 
age as an investor to press fossil fuel companies 
and other industries to reduce their Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions and change their public policy pos- 
ture on climate change. 

This is well worth discussing moving forward. 

2. Shareholder Advocacy — 

Community Church of New York also continues to 
express its priorities on social and environmental 
justice as a “Shareholder Advocate” through sign- 
ing letters, voting proxies and co-filing resolutions. 

In addition, Walden has been instructed by the 
Church to vote all its proxies on its behalf, which 
allows your voice to be registered by voting for 
multiple social and environmental stockholder res- 
olutions. In 2004, Community Church of New York 
took another important step by co-filing sharehold- 
er resolutions on a variety of issues. In doing so, 
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Community Church of New York joined with other concerned 
investors who are using their leverage as stockholders to stimulate 
debates with company managements on social issues. 

While the UUA and UUSC are both very active shareholder advo- 
cates engaging companies and filing resolutions, there are very few 
local Congregations in any denomination that do so. First Parish in 
Cambridge, MA, is also an active shareholder proposal filer. 

There are two ways in which Community Church of New York partic- 
ipates in shareholder advocacy. 

The first is that the Church investments are combined with those of 
other clients, and thus when Walden writes a letter, talks to a com- 
pany or files a resolution, Walden does these engagements “on 
behalf of its clients.” 

The second is that Community Church of New York’s shares are 
used separately to co-file a shareholder resolution, identifying the 
Congregation as one of the sponsors of the resolution. 

Thus Community Church of New York would be publicly named as 
one of the co-sponsors appearing in a company proxy statement for 
a vote by all shareholders. 

These resolutions usually prompt a serious dialogue with company 
management and often result in an “agreement” where the compa- 
ny decides to change a policy or expand its disclosure on the issue 
in the resolution. 

Clearly, this form of advocacy can result in meaningful change. 

Examples of Shareholder Initiatives by Community Church of NY 

As noted, the Congregation has been involved in direct filing of 
shareholder resolutions with Walden for a decade. As a result, you 
have been able to share in the “successes" and challenges 
involved in urging companies to improve policies and practices. 

Looking back over the last five years, here is a sample of the issues 
where Community Church of New York joined in advocacy compa- 
nies by co-filing shareholder resolutions. 

• Climate Change; 

• Corporate political and lobbying spending disclosure; 

• Sustainability Reporting by companies; 


• Non-discrimination on sexual orientation; 

• Corporate Governance Reforms e.g. asking that the roles of 
CEO and Chair be separate; 

• Recycling; 

• Diversity / EEO Disclosure 

This advocacy has prompted numerous companies to step up and 
improve their records or disclosure. Conversely, numerous compa- 
nies still resist the request for change. Some change their posi- 
tions after several years but others dig in and continue to “Say No.” 

These examples help make the point. Community Church of New 
York was a co-filer of a resolution with DENTSPLY, St. Jude Medical 
and Stryker all of which agreed after dialogue to expand their 
Sustainability Reporting to investors detailing information on the 
environment, diversity, supply chain, etc. 

Conversely, C.R. Bard, where Community Church of New York has 
been a co-filer on the same topic, stubbornly refuses to put such 
information on its website. 

Other companies where Community Church of New York participat- 
ed have agreed to expand their disclosure of political spending or 
lobbying disclosure, while yet others are reluctant to disclose the 
trade associations where they are members and the dues that was 
spent for lobbying. 

Including Congregations like Community Church of New York along 
with other religious investors, foundations, pension funds, 
Sustainable Investment Managers, trade unions, etc. as active and 
visible shareholders help keep companies accountable. 

By 

Timothy Smith 

Senior Vice President, Director of Environmental Social and 
Governance Shareowner Engagement 
Walden Asset Management, Boston, MA 02108 

Walden Asset Management has been a leader in integrating envi- 
ronmental, social and governance (ESG) analysis into investment 
decision-making and shareholder engagement since 1 975. Walden 
offers separately managed accounts tailored to meet client-specific 
investment guidelines and works to strengthen corporate ESG 
performances, transparency and accountability 
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Ministry Update 

by Rev. Bruce Southworth 

P lease join me in welcoming Emily DeTar as our new 

Student Minister and Rev. Orlanda Brugnola as an Affiliate 
Minister. 

We continue our long-standing role as a teaching congregation with 
Emily’s arrival as part of her ministerial preparation at Union 
Theological Seminary. Here, she will be assisting in a wide-range 
of leadership responsibilities. 

Emily DeTar writes, “I am honored and excited to be your field edu- 
cation intern for the coming year. 

“Born and raised a Unitarian Universalist in Wickliffe, Ohio, I have 
been inspired to be a UU minister since I was fourteen. The way in 
which my faith has become the center of my identity and self-defi- 
nition of everything I truly care about continues to be the inspira- 
tion leading me into a life of ministry. 

“Along my faith journey, I have been blessed with several intern- 
ships, including an undergraduate internship at the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship of Wayne County, an internship following 
the chaplain of the Breckenridge Village Retirement Community, 
and the Robert Killam Fellowship at First Unitarian Church of 
Cleveland (this summer). All of the many blessed opportunities I 
have had energize my aspiration for ministry.” 

Rev. Orlanda Brugnola has a long history with us as a guest 
preacher and teacher, and most recently she has been serving as 
our Summer Minister. Her 34 years in UU ministry have included 
distinguished service at First Unitarian in Brooklyn (where she is 
Minister Emerita), deep engagement in community issues, pastoral 
care, and denominational service, now including interim ministries. 


As an Affiliate Minister here, she will assist with adult classes, 
rites of passage for non-members, and supervising our Student 
Minister. (Her primary ministries this year will be as Consulting 
Minister for the UU Congregation in Queens and continuing teach- 
ing in the Philosophy Department at John Jay College/CUNY.) I am 
delighted that we at Community are recognizing the ministry she 
continues to offer us. 

Rev. Tony Johnson this year will be spending most of his time in 
Florida serving in an interim ministry and writes, “When I became 
Affiliated Minister, I did community minister. I now primarily do 
interim ministry: specialized work with congregations transitioning 
between settled ministers. Since August 1st, I have been Interim 
Minister to the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater, Florida. 

“It’s a long commute. I must reduce - temporarily - my in-person 
engagement at Community Church from a regular presence to sev- 
eral events, including two Sunday services, a winter lecture, and 
my blog at www.revtonyjohnson.org. 

“I will not often be available for rites of passage. I am grateful 
for having presided at funerals for present and former members 
and, since New York legalized same-sex marriage, three same-sex 
weddings in the Chapel. My affiliation opened doors when I worked 
nationally for racial and economic justice in Gulf Coast following 
Katrina and Rita (2006-07). I was pleased to facilitate the People’s 
Voice Cafe’s move to Community. My Doctor of Ministry project was 
successful because of the amazing Multifaith Team that developed 
neighboring relationships with tenant religious and spiritual 
groups. 

“Best wishes for a great year at Community Church!” 


Junteenth 

by Eric Coleman 

A spirited and engaging JUNETEENTH celebration was held 
at Community's John Haynes Holmes House on June 14. It 
opened with warm greetings from Rev. Bruce Southworth 
and from Director of Lifespan Religious Education, Esther Rosado, 
who acted as chair for this year's program. Brenda Carpenter, a 
former chair, then offered a moving historical overview of 
Juneteenth. That was followed by members of Community's Anti- 
Racism Team, who outlined that group's significant mission. 


Artistic talent then took center stage, with Community member 
Vera Lilly's powerful presentation of a poetic piece. The actor Eric 
Coleman followed with a recitation of the classic Margaret Walker 
poem “For My People”, accompanied by a brilliant impromptu inter- 
pretive dance from Brenda Carpenter that was very well received. 

The program concluded with the accomplished folk singing and 
storytelling of Kim and Reggie Harris that was most fitting for the 
occasion. All in all, it was a worthy evening of commemoration for 
the Juneteenth holiday. 


o 




HERE AT COMMUNITY 


Extraordinary Developments For Fatoumata Gassama 
And Her Family 

by Leonore Tiefer 


O ur New Sanctuary Committee has LOTS of NEWS to report 
regarding our Sanctuary family, Fatoumata Gassama and 
her 6 children. 

I. The Board of Trustees approved our proposal for a new Community 
Church fund, Immigrant Families Transition Fund, and we will be 
setting up a committee this fall to develop fundraising and applica- 
tion materials. I went to a workshop at 
the Foundation Center on “Introduction 
to Fiscal Sponsorship" and learned lots 
of useful things. This new project could 
be a great community building experi- 
ence, so please CONTACT ME to get 
involved ltiefer@mindspring.com. 

II. Npenda Fofana, Fatoumata's amaz- 
ing 4th daughter, age 11, graduated 
from elementary school and was the 
Valedictorian at her graduation on June 
25th! This is such an honor for Npenda 
and her whole family. To be able to sustain focus and motivation 
while living in a homeless shelter is a major major accomplishment. 
Npenda gave a great speech and we went out for lunch afterwards 
at an African Restaurant on Burnside Ave. in the Bronx (see photo). 
Go, Npenda! 

III. By the time you read this, Fatoumata will have had her asylum 
hearing (August 7, 2013) down at Federal Plaza. We on the 


committee have been waiting for this date with baited breath for 
the entire 4 years our committee has existed. I can’t recap the 
whole story here, but Fatoumata’s husband’s application for asylum 
was denied in 1997, and he was ultimately deported in 2007. 
Fatoumata filed her own motion for asylum based on past persecu- 
tion in undergoing Female Genital Mutilation in Senegal and the 
pressure from her family for the same treatment for her daughters. 

She has spoken about this issue several 
times at Community Church events. The 
judge may not announce her decision at 
the time of the hearing, however, so it 
may be some time before we know the 
outcome. 

IV. Most significant for the family’s 
immediate well-being, they may have 
access to a subsidized apartment in the 
Bronx in September, 2013 which will 
allow them at last to leave the homeless 
shelter system with its overcrowded, deprived, and prison-like living 
conditions. Stay tuned for further developments. 

We need more members on our New Sanctuary Committee to help us 
help this immensely attractive and deserving family. Contact me at 
ltiefer@mindspring.com or 212-533-2774. 



1(1 to r) Bintou, Npenda, Fatoumata and Fanta after Npenda's graduation 


Communication - Not Conflict 

Sunday, September 15 in the Assembly Hall, 1-4:30 pm. 

Lunch will be served. 

If you've missed the workshops run by conflict transformation 
specialist Margaret Keyser, here's your chance to learn what her experiences in 
South Africa, Israel, and with other groups around the world can teach us here 
at Community Church of NY. 

If you've already participated, here's YOUR chance to hone your skills and help 
continue to move our congregation from conflict to community. 
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Members’ Poetry 


Ghost 

He came to me 
from a sea of where 
a turtle a fish 
anemone 

edge of a wave in the light. 

They all gambol 
nimble 

fretting at the weather 
or do they 

nothing to soak or scatter 
can't reflect in puddles 
but is that last ring of a pebble 
I toss you dissolve to 
breeze on a Cal la lily 
or Day 

cartwheel Tarzan in trees 
they leave. 

In a dream you came and 
sat on the bed & I modestly 
in another corner father I said 
there is much I carry 
I never tell - 

then my mother entered the room 
swept me all alone again. 

Mary Orovan 

2 River View, Winter, 2013 
If you'd like to hear Mary 
read her poem goto: 
http://www.2river. org/2RView/ 
17_2/poems/orovan.htm! 


YOU TOO CAN 

My education sadly lacks 
The study of the poet’s arts 
Yet I can a poem write 
And cause a tear to swell and drop 
Or a smile to form and blossom 

I can describe a mount, a stream 
Ora field of waving grass 
And cause to appear before your eye 
A dirty street on which there blows 
A forlorn feather and a withered rose 
One to fly and one to tumble 

So it often to me seems 
Mankind vainly chases dreams 
Yet when the muses call 
You too can do it all. 

David Goldberg 


THE VERDICT 

They agreed; all six jurors — 
That "the law" absolved him 
And "the law" is our guide. 

But heavy hearts in America 
Harbor other feelings 
That darken our days 
And cry: "Foul!" 

In this, our 'democracy.' 

Sandy Brooks 
July 2013 
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GALLERY35 


by Virginia Asman 

G allery35 is anticipating an exciting 2013/2014 season — 
our tenth! Our goal is to provide an opportunity for visual 
artists to share fellowship, experiences and knowledge 
with each other and to enhance the artistic sensibilities of all 
members and friends of Community Church. 



Boddewyn_l: "Reading Repose" oil on masonite 



Our membership is open to both artists and art enthusiasts! 

Be sure to visit out table at the Committee Fair on September 22 to 
learn more about us! 

SEPTEMBER HAPPENINGS: 

NEW VIDEO: Eallery35— For Artists and Art Lovers documents the 
gallery’s variety of exhibits, events and activities from 2004-2013 
and will be available for viewing at the Commuity Church Activities 
and Committees Fair on September 22 beginning at 12 pm in the 
Assembly Hall. 

MARILYN BODDEWYN: Paintings & Drawings 
September 7th thru October 4 
Opening Reception: Sept 7, 5-8pm 
Closing Reception: Sept 28, 6-8pm 
Open Gallery Saturdays: 5-8 pm 

Marilyn Boddewyn is a realist painter whose work centers on classi- 
cal realism using vibrant colors and expressionist brush strokes to 
capture the unique beauty and rhythm of life in portraits, land- 
scapes and still life. Her major interest is in portraiture. She has 
studied in New York and Paris and has participated in shows at the 
Salamagundi Club, National Arts Club, Art Students League and 
Gallery35. Her work is in private collections in the United States 
and Europe. For more information, please visit her web site: mari- 
lynboddewyn.com and gallery35nyc.com 


UPCOMING IN OCTOBER: 

RICK PEREZ: Recent Work 

October 6th thru November 8 
Opening Reception: Oct 19, 5-8pm 
Closing Reception: Nov 2, 6-8pm 

Rick’s solo show will be a survey of work created during the last 
few years. Details will follow in the next issue of Community 
Connections. 

MURRAY HILL OPEN HOUSE TOUR BENEFIT: October 6, 1-5 pm 

Gallery35, described as “a charming art gallery,” is honored to 
be included in the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s Open 
House Tour Benefit. Tickets are available for this self-guided tour 
for $50 or 2/$75 benefiting the Preservation and Design Committee 
of the MHNA. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 2013 


ANNUAL ACTIVITIES & COMMITTEES FAIR 

September 22, 12:30 pm, Assembly Hall 

Secular Humanist Society of NY - Book Club 

First Thursdays, September 5, 6:30, 8:30 pm 

The Shia Revival: How Conflicts Within Islam Will Shape the 

Future by Vali Nasr 

Profiled on the front page of The Wall Street Journal, Iranian-born 
scholar Vali Nasr has become one of America’s leading commenta- 
tors on current events in the Middle East. In this “smart, clear and 
timely” book (Washington Post), Nasr brilliantly dissects the politi- 
cal and theological antagonisms within Islam. He provides a 
unique and objective understanding of the 1,400-year bitter strug- 
gle between Shias and Sunnis, and sheds crucial light on its mod- 
ern-day consequences. Some of us will have dinner together after- 
wards at a nearby (inexpensive) restaurant. Please join us. Join us 
even if you haven't finished reading. The book club is open to all ... 
and free! (October book selection will be announced soon.) 

Anti-Racism Team 

First Fridays, September 6, and October 4, 6:30 pm 

Films to be announced 

First Saturday Feeding of the Hungry in the Bowery 
Saturdays, September 7, October 5, 10:45 am 

We invite you to help the Sai Baba Group feed the hungry on the 
First Saturday of each month. We meet on Forsyth, just south of 
Houston at 10:45 am. Please bring vegetarian food to share with 
the over 100 people who come. This is an outdoor event so dress 
for the weather. For more information contact Valerie Lynch at 
vlynch@ccny.org or 212-683-4988. 

Gallery35 Fall 2013 Art Show 
Opening Reception - Saturday, September 7, 5-8 pm 
Open House - Saturday, September 21, 6-8 pm 
Closing Reception - September 28, 6-8 pm 

(see page 9) 

Rising Up: Hale Woodruff’s Murals at Talladega College 
Friday, September 13, Meet at noon at Community 
or at 1:15pm at NYU 

Join Fay Bennett Lord and other members and friends of Community 
Church to view the exhibit. Dr. Theresa Woodruff, Hale’s wife, was a 
long-time member of the church, a good friend, and a vital member 
of the Women’s Association. Please RSVP to Valerie Lynch, vlynch@ 
ccny.org. The exhibit is at NYU • 80 Washington Square East 
(between West 4th St. & Washington PI.) 

July 20-October 13, 2013. Flyer: 
http://images.acswebnetworks.com /1/1791/RisingUp.pdf. 


UU Christian Fellowship 

Third Thursday of the month, September 19, 7:30-9 pm 

Moving Beyond Doubting Thomas will be the topical focus for our 
2013-2014 meetings; together we will be discussing the Nag 
Hammadi discovery of The Gospel of Thomas, using religious schol- 
ar Ron Miller’s text The Gospel of Thomas: A Guidebook for Spiritual 
Practice as a cornerstone for discussion. We will also 
be using two companion volumes - Elaine Pagel’s Beyond Belief: 
The Secret Gospel of Thomas and Hal Taussig’s A New New 
Testament. All three of these books are available for purchase 
online, but note they are recommended reading, not required. Our 
inquiries into this material will be kept open-ended, so people can 
explore personal concerns as well as religious matters at the MNY- 
UUCF chapter meetings. How can Christian witness remain spiritu- 
ally, intellectually, and psychologically vital and also provide 
grounding for people who identify as Unitarian Universalist? These 
are questions we will be asking ourselves throughout the year. 

Action for Justice’s Resistance Cinema 
Sunday, September 22, 1:15 pm 

Films to be announced soon. 

Social Tea 

Tuesday, September 24, 2 pm, Assembly Hall 

Join us for a guest speaker, light refreshments and conversation. 

Green Sanctuary’s Future Visions Film Series 
Friday, September 27, 6:30 pm, Gallery 

Film to be announced 

Arabic Workshops - Fourth Saturday, 10 am-2 pm, Front Lounge 

Arabic is Back at Community! Brenda Carpenter will facilitate 
three fall Arabic language workshops for beginning and 
Intermediate students. 

September 28 - Writing 

October 26 - Reading and Conversation 

November 23 - Conversation 

Community Circles - Small group conversations. 

Returning soon. 


OPPORTUNITIES continues on page 11 
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OPPORTUNITIES 2013 continued from page 10 


Planning Ahead 

Great Questions! 

2nd Tuesdays, Begins October 8, 6:30-8 pm, Chapel 

Bring them! Facilitated by Rev. Orlanda Brugnola. 

Moving the Heart and Mind 

4th Tuesdays, Begins October 22, 6:15-8 pm, Chapel 

Some special moments in film. 

Facilitated by Rev. Orlanda Brugnola 

Community Women Present 
Sunday, October 20, 1:15 pm, Gallery 

Community Women will be hosting a film and discussion about 
SANDRA STEINGRABER - one of the true leaders of the current 
environmental movement. She came to follow in the footsteps of 
her own personal hero, Rachel Carson 

Humanism 101 - Class resumes in October 28 

A study group facilitated by John Rafferty of the Secular Humanist 
Society of New York. More details soon. 

Community International Dinners 

Will start again soon, watch for dates in upcoming announce- 
ments! Join us as members and friends meet at ethnic restaurants 
around town for fun, fellowship and wonderful food. 

Family Art Workshop for Children/Parents 

Haitian born artist Vidho Lorville, who presented the art show From 
the Soule arlier this year will host another family art workshop for 
children and parents this fall. Watch for the dates! 

Lifeline Screening Coming to Community 
Monday, September 23 

Life Line Screening, a leading mobile health screening organiza- 
tion, offers painless and non-invasive health screening. For 
appointments and fee information, call 877-792-8479 
(www.lifelinescreening.com) 


Join the Volunteer Choir 
New Singers Always Welcome! 

Next Worship Date Performances 
Are September 8, October 6 & 27 
Rehearsals on Sundays, 12:45-2 pm 

Speak to Jerry Brown, our Director of Music 


Pathways 

What does it mean to be a Unitarian Universalist? What does it 
mean to be a member of Community Church? In order to help 
answer these questions, we offer our Pathways Classes. 

Pathways 1 - Getting Acquainted. 

This session is led by Reverend Bruce Southworth, our Senior 
Minister. He will share his journey and brief history of the 
church. This session will give people a chance to ask questions 
about our church as well as what it means to be a Unitarian 
Universalist. This first session is Sunday, October 27, following 
Fellowship Hour, 12:45-1:30 pm. 

Pathways 2 - Our Community and the Meaning of Membership 

This session is led by Val Lynch, Membership Coordinator, Esther 
Rosado, Director of Lifespan Religious Education and Laura 
Breach, Membership Chair. 

This session is devoted to sharing our spiritual and journey and 
exploring what Community Church offers. Our church provides an 
opportunity for people to grow their souls and to help their com- 
munity in many practical ways. At this session, we will explore 
the various activities, committees and groups in our congrega- 
tion. This session will explain what it means to be a member of 
our church. The session will last for approximately two hours. 
Refreshments will be served. 

Pathways 2 sessions will be offered on three different dates: 

Thursday, November 7 at 6:30 pm, Thursday, January 30 at 
6:30 pm and Sunday, March 30 at 1 pm. 

Any questions? Contact Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator, 
212-683-4988, ext. 19 or vlynch@ccny.org or Laura Breach, 
laurabreach@gmail.com. 


Conflict Transformation-Congregational Discussion with 

Margaret Keyser, Consultant 

Sunday, September 15, 1-4:30 pm, Assembly Hall 

Everyone is encouraged to attend. Lunch will be served, 
(see page 7) 


OTHER EVENTS AT COMMUNITY 
Peoples Voice Cafe - Most Saturdays, 8 pm 
Tentative calendar for September: 

September 21: Walkabout Clearwater Chorus; Faith Nolan 
and the Bull Dagger Blues Band 
September 28: Marlene Feingold Tribute Concert, with the 
SAGE Singers and the NYC Streetsingers 





Events Cn 

bid 

ar for seyteit 

kr 2013 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 1 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 

9:45 UN/GA Meeting 

1 1 :00 Morning Worship 

11:00 Sunday School 

12:15 Fellowship Hour 

12:45 Volunteer Choir 

MONDAY, SEPT. 2 

Labor Day Holiday 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 4 

6:30 Gallery35 Meeting 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 5 

Rosh Hashana begins 

6:30 Secular Humanist 

Society Book Club 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 6 

6:30 Antiracism Team 
Meeting 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 7 

1 0:45 1 st Saturday Feeding 
5:00 Gallery35 

Opening Reception 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 8 
- Homecoming - 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 

1 1 :00 Morning Worship 

11:00 Sunday School 

12:15 Fellowship Hour 

MONDAY, SEPT. 9 

6:00 Buildings & Grounds 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 11 

6:00 Church Council 

Potluck 

6;30 Church Council 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 12 

7:00 Gallery35 Meeting 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 14 

Yom Kippur 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 15 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 

1 1 :00 Morning Worship 

11:00 Sunday School 

12:15 Fellowship Hour 

1 :00 Conflict 

Transformation 

Meeting 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 17 

7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 18 

6:00 Finance Cmte. 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 19 

7:30 UU Christian Fellowship 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 21 

6:00 Gallery35 Open 

House 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 22 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 

1 1 :00 Morning Worship 

11:00 Sunday School 

12:15 Fellowship Hour 

12:30 Annual Activities and 
Committees Fair 

1:15 Resistance Cinema 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 24 

2:00 Social Tea 

7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 25 

6:00 Board of Trustees 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 26 

6:00 Gallery35 Show 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 27 

6:30 Green Sanctuary 

Film Series 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 28 

10:00 Arabic Workshop 

6:00 Gallery35 Closing 
Reception 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 29 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 

1 1 :00 Morning Worship 

11:00 Sunday School 

12:15 Fellowship Hour 


FOR MORE Adult Religious Education and 
Opportunities/Events see pages 10-11 


Rev. Bruce Southworth, Senior Minister 

Esther Rosado, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

Gerald A. Brown, Director of Music 

Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator 

Rev. Orlanda Brugnola, Affiliated Minister 

Rev. Dr. Anthony Johnson, Affiliated Minister 

Emily DeTar, Student Minister 

Robert G. Martin, Business Administrator 
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Celebrate the Refurbishment of the 
Madeleine Hosmer Holmes Pipe Organ 
October 6, 2013 

11:00 Rededication Service 
Volunteer Choir 
REFM Singers 
1:30 Celebratory Concert 
Organ and Vocal Music 
Reception to follow 



J oin in the festivities for a day filled with pipe organ and vocal music. The 
organ, originally installed in 1954, has undergone a complete restoration 
the past two years. Two of the pieces of music that were performed at the 
dedication of the organ in 1954 will be part of the rededication service in addition 
to music from the present. The afternoon concert will feature some of our vocal 
soloists as well as organ music performed by Director of Music, Jerry Brown. 
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RE/FM 

Celebrate The Art and Culture of Haiti 
with Vidho Lorville — A multicultural education 
workshop for parents and children. 



All families are welcome. Sunday, October 13, and November 3 
12:30-2:00 pm, Front Lounge. 


OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 


V. 


2 Christie Jeffers 
5 Jiajun Wu 

9 Brigid Shorter-Cupolo 

10 Shay Mutter 

1 1 Rosalie Anderson 

12 Joel Mandelbaum 
Brian Santiago 
Jacob Hudson Buron 

14 Deborah Washburn 

15 Julieta Caro 

1 9 Doris Jeffrey 

20 Kai Peter Garcia 
23 Laura Breach 
23 Polly Franchini 

25 Mary DeLisi 
Laurence Reilly 

26 Craige Moore Cioletti 

27 Laura Ann Wilson 

28 Eva Foreman 
Eve Hazel 

30 Ray Olive Clark 


Young Adult Brunch 

by Emily DeTar 

T his is an open invitation for all young adults, or adults age 18-35, 
whether members, guests, or visitors, to go out on the town for 
brunch Sunday October 6 and October 20. We will gather to share 
our time together, eat some great food, and discuss various topics of 
importance. For our first Sunday, we will talk about what all brought us 
to Unitarian Universalism, what our faith looks like, and what brought us 
to Community. We will meet in the front lobby at 1:00 p.m. From there we 
will decide where to go, and we will do our best to keep to an inexpensive 
selection of places. Hope you will join us and come to get to know our 
“Community” of young adults better. 


NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 


V. 


1 Mary Gilliard 

2 Annise Jean Bradley 
5 Everette Ball 

Ruth Miller 
13 Maria Longas 
John Yancey 
15 Bruce Southworth 
19 Odella Washington 

22 Connie Moore 

23 Jane DeTorre 
25 Andrew Daniele 

Charlotte McPherson 
Penelope Stothers 

27 Edmund Dejowski 

28 Martha Wagner 


Q 
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Board Notes 

by Lisa Gluck, Board Chairperson 

E ven with July and August off, the Board of Trustees has been 
busy: forming 4 task forces to work on growth, right 
relations, communications, and board functioning. 

We’ve approved a sabbatical for the Senior Minister for approxi- 
mately November to mid-March, and the appointment of two affili- 
ate Ministers: Rev. Tony Johnson and Rev. Orlanda Brugnola. 


You’ve already met our new Student Minister, Emily DeTar, who is 
participating in Sunday services. We welcome any congregational 
member to attend board meetings, which take place on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month. In fact, we are so determined to be 
hospitable, two board members are working at the hospitality table 
after Sunday Services once a month. So stop by for coffee and a 
chat! 


From The Board of Trustees 


by Shaun Randol, Board of Trustees, Vice Chairperson 

O n September 8, Bruce Southworth led a conversation with 
forty members and friends on the ethics and morals of 
intervening in the Syrian civil war. At the end of the 
spirited discussion, when asked if there was anyone in favor of the 
U.S. taking action in the intractable conflict, only one member of 
the audience offered a defense. 

Overwhelmingly, those in attendance were against any violent 
action in the war, with reasons running wide and deep. Among 
them: 

• a lack of trust in the evidence of chemical weapons usage 
• hesitancy to use violence to retaliate against violence 
• issues of legality (international law), shadows of the Iraq 
(claims of weapons of mass destruction) and Vietnam 
(Gulf of Tonkin) Wars 



• needs at home (education, infrastructure, etc) should be taken 
care of first 

• worries of unintended consequences (e.g., refugees, killing 
innocents, jihadist retaliation) 

• American moral hypocrisy 

• worries of secrecy / lack of transparency in the Executive 
branch 

• worries of "mission creep," militarism, and imperialism 

As always at Community Church, the emotions and arguments were 
passionate and thoughtful. I look forward to more engaging discus- 
sions, and I invite any member who is passionate about peace and 
conflict resolution to take action - at Community Church and else- 
where - on your beliefs and passions. 



e 
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Contemporary Racial Inequity: A Statement of Faith — Summer, 2013 


submitted by Dr. Janice Marie Johnson 

T he promise of Unitarian Universalism mirrors the promise of 
the United States of America: a democratic society based in 
the true equality of all people. Neither our faith nor our 
nation, however, can achieve that promise until we face and 
change systems that value some people more than others, some 
lives more than others, and some votes more than others. Events 
of the past month have made it clear just how far we have to go in 
this regard with respect to race. 

The acquittal of George Zimmerman for the murder of Trayvon 
Martin is just one very public example of our national brokenness 
around racial equality. As a people of faith, we mourn the loss of a 
young life as we recognize that justice has not been served. As a 
people who claim to affirm and promote the inherent worth and 
dignity of every person, we are called to recognize that, in the 
moment that George Zimmerman looked at Trayvon Martin - a 
young, unarmed man walking home from the store - and deemed 
him a threat to society, a life was devalued because of race. We 
are called to recognize that the acquittal of George Zimmerman by 
a jury of his peers was the latest in a long line of official endorse- 
ments of the notion that the life of a young, black man is worth 
less than the life of a white person in our country. This cannot go 
unremedied. 


over. We know better. It is time we end discriminatory laws and 
practices. These include all “Stand Your Ground” laws, currently 
adopted, at least in part, by 35 states. Stand Your Ground, which 
is not applied equally across racial lines, encourages people to act 
from their basest fears, which we understand are fed by our soci- 
ety’s racism. It must be abolished. It includes the “Stop and Frisk” 
practice of the New York Police Department, among others, which 
creates a culture of fear in too many of our neighborhoods. Stop 
and Frisk, which is disproportionately imposed on young Black and 
Latino men, institutionalizes humiliation and degrades human dig- 
nity. It also includes opposing laws that seek to limit the access of 
those on the margins of our society to their right to vote by impos- 
ing difficult and discriminatory requirements on the voting process. 

It is time we strengthened laws that protect our democracy and 
promote equality. It is time our congregations made a commitment 
to joining a national conversation about race - and a commitment 
to the actions that will come from that conversation. President 
Obama recently spoke of his own pain at having been racially pro- 
filed as a Black man in America in a way that deeply resonated 
through communities of color in our nation. Our growth as religious 
people happens when we engage with pain - our pain and the pain 
of others - in ways that help us expand compassion and a deep 
sense of our interconnectedness. 


Michelle Alexander’s groundbreaking work The New Jim Crow-. Mass 
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness lets us know that this 
case does not exist in a vacuum. Day after day, in cases far less 
publicized than the Zimmerman trial, the lives of people of color 
are systematically devalued by our “justice” system. People of 
color - and especially Black men - are treated differently by our 
system, leading to their disproportionate disenfranchisement and 
subjecting them to legal discrimination against people with crimi- 
nal records. Thanks to Alexander’s work, it has become quite clear 
that we have replaced overt laws that codified racial discrimination 
with inequities embedded in the very systems that are supposed to 
protect us. These systems have become a threat to our democratic 
society. 


It is time that our communities of faith formed partnerships to do 
the work of affirming and promoting our first and fifth principles - 
our understanding of the inherent worth and dignity of every person 
and our commitment to the democratic process in our society. 

As Unitarian Universalists in the Metro NY District, let us join 
together with other faith communities for the 50th anniversary of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 1963 March on Washington 
this August happening both in Washington, DC and in New York 
City. 

We can and must form and join multi-racial and multi-faith coali- 
tions in our communities. It is only together that we bend the 
moral arc of the universe a little more toward justice. 


The threats to our democracy do not end with mass incarceration. 

In the recently-decided Shelby County, Alabama v. Holder, the 
United States Supreme Court struck down the section of the 1965 
Voting Rights Act that required pre-clearance for election-related 
changes in areas with a history of racial discrimination in access 
to voting. This provision, which applied to jurisdictions around the 
country, including New York, Bronx and Kings Counties in New York, 
helped ensure that the votes of people of color were counted equally 
to those of white people in our country. And yet, the Supreme 
Court’s majority decided that the era of racial discrimination was 


As Unitarian Universalists, it is time to fulfill the promise of our 
faith. 

-Sponsored by the Unitarian Universalist Metro NY District 

-Written by: 

Tracy Breneman, Director of Religious Exploration , 
UU Fellowship of Northern Westchester 
Rev. Peggy Clarke , Racial and Social Justice Consultant, UU Metro NY District 
Rev. Jude Geiger, Minister, UU Fellowship of Huntington 
Rev. Susan Karlson, Disaster Response Coord iator, UU Metro NY District 
Rev. Dr. Hope Johnson, Minister, UU Congregation of Central Nassau 
Dr. Janice Marie Johnson, Multicultural Ministries and Leadership Director, UUA Rev. 

Rosemary Bray McNatt, Minister, Fourth Universalist Church, NYC 
Rev. Dr. Michael Tino, Minister, UU Fellowship of Northern Westchester 
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Greetings from Daniel Gregoire 

I am sending warm greetings from the 
City of Brotherly love, Philadelphia! 
Friends, I am very excited to share 
that I am now the Director of Faith 
Development at the Unitarian Society of 
Germantown (USG) in the northwest part 
of the city. My portfolio at USG includes 
the children’s Religious Education 
Program with 60 kids registered, adult 
spiritual development and pastoral care. I have been here since 
late August, living in a charming apartment in Mount Airy, walking 
distance to the church. USG is a rather lovely congregation, with a 


long and distinguished history. I serve the church with its senior 
minister, Kent Matthies, and we both have the distinction of being 
former interns from the Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis 
(UUCA). Kent was UUCA’s first intern minister, and I course, was the 
most recent intern minister there. I am looking forward to meeting 
with the UUA Ministerial Fellowship Committee in Boston, later in 
the year. We are hoping that they will affirm my call to parish min- 
istry, and invite me into preliminary fellowship. This is a penulti- 
mate step toward ordination to parish ministry. Something I hope 
will happen sometime in 2014. 1 am looking forward to leading wor- 
ship at Community in early December and I sure we will catch up 
some more. Here’s wishing all good things in the interim. 

Lots of Love, Daniel. 



Member’s Poetry 


A Brief Visit - An Eternal Quest 

Flowers are heaven’s stars 
Strewn upon the earth 
That humans can see, touch and pick 
Stars are flowers blown up on a heavenly wind 
That humans entering heaven’s garden 
Just for a night can strive to touch 
Can never pick 
Can only see and marvel at 

David Goldberg 
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The state government in Albany 
voted to end funding for food to 
the Partnership for the Homeless, 
and consequently, BJ’s Place has 
lost our $10, 000/year budget 
that we used to provide sandwiches, snacks and break- 
fast cereal to our guests. Please contact Lisa Gluck to 
donate (917) 887-4212 or lgluckster@gmail.com. Please 
make checks payable to Community Church with BJ’s 
Place in the memo line. 

Also - Shelter Volunteers are always needed - They work 
in teams and training is provided. Please see the web- 
page and/or contact George Garland - 
gagarland@gmail.com - or Fred Corden 
212-832-3941 or fcorden@mac.com for details. 



Two Ways to Be Involved! 



Helene’s and BJ’s Place 
Homeless Shelter 


Photos by Bruce Foster 


AARP Tax Aide — Coming Soon! 

by Gail Heim berg 

ext year, in 2014, free tax preparation and free e-filing will 
be available at the Community Church! Every Thursday 
from February 6 to April 10, AARP volunteers, who are 
certified by the IRS, will be available to do your tax returns. There is 
no cost and no income limit. We prepare taxes using computers and 
file all returns electronically. 

AARP Tax-Aide is the largest free tax assistance and preparation 
service in the United States. With over 32,000 specially trained 
volunteer tax specialists at over 7,000 sites throughout the country, 
we help taxpayers obtain all the tax deductions and credits they’re 
entitled to — absolutely free! Although TaxAide gives special atten- 
tion to people over age 60, we are happy to do taxes for people of all 
ages. 

Our hours will be 10 to 2. We’ll take taxpayers on a first come, first 
served basis. There is a limit of how many returns we can do in one 
day; so come early and bring everything that is pertinent. 


You must have: 

Social Security Cards for you, your spouse & dependents and a 
photo ID. 

Tax information statements summarizing your 2013 income: Forms 
W-2, Forms 1099 for: Social Security payments, interest, retire- 
ment benefits, and annual tax statements from brokers, etc. 

Details including any support for deductions and credits: 
medical, childcare, education, etc.; which you must total and/or 
summarize. 

Any other materials that you believe may be related to your 2013 
Federal or State taxes. 

Returns with voluminous data or less common types of income, cred- 
its or deductions are beyond the scope of the AARP program. We can 
do both Federal and New York State returns. 



o 
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by Virginia Aswan 


GALLERY35 


G allery35’s tenth season got off to a successful start with 
a solo exhibit featuring the work of member MARILYN 
BODDEWYN. The show runs through October 4th. 

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE AN ARTIST TO JOIN GALLERY35! 


Although artists are always welcome, Gallery35 is encouraging 
church members who are NOT artists to nevertheless become part 
of the gallery. Learn more about art through trips and demonstra- 
tions, promote the gallery, assist in installing shows, help with 
receptions, and more! Feel free to join this growing and active com- 
mittee! 

UPCOMING EXHIBITS: 

RICK PEREZ: Recent Work 
October 8 - Nov 2 

Opening Reception Oct 19, 5-8 pm 

Closing Reception Nov 2 6-8 pm 

Gallery will be open Saturdays 6-8 pm and by appointment. 

Rick’s solo show — a survey of work created during the last few 
years — is entirely comprised of oils painted directly from life 
including representational portraits of friends, acquaintances and 
professional models as well as assorted still-lifes. The work will 
highlight his interest in color, design and realism. Rick is an 
exhibiting member of Audubon Artists, Hudson Valley Art 
Association, the Salmagundi Club and the Art Students League of 
NY and is the recipient of numerous awards from these and other 
organizations. 

SMALLworks V: Give the Gift of Art 
Nov 10- December 14 

Opening Reception November 16 5-8 pm 
Holiday Party & Sale December 14 5-8 pm 
Other Viewing Opportunities to be announced. 

This traditional annual show will feature works sized and priced to 
enable visitors to “give the gift of art.” The Holiday Party & Sale in 
December will also reprise the popular prints and crafts table 
where cards, miniature art, prints, jewelry and other handicrafts — 
all created by our member artists — will be available for sale. Bring 
your gift list! 
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OPPORTUNITIES 2013 


Secular Humanist Society of NY - Book Club 
First Thursdays, 6:30-8:30 pm 

October 3 - AFTER THE ICE: A Global Human History, 20,000 - 

5.000 BC by Steven Mithen 

20.000 B.C., the peak of the last ice age - the atmosphere is heavy 
with dust, deserts and glaciers span vast regions, and people exist 
in small groups, facing the threat of extinction. Drawing on the lat- 
est research in archaeology, human genetics, and environmental 
science, After the Ice takes the reader on a tour of 15,000 years of 
human history that is part history, part science, part time travel, 
offering a compelling portrayal of diverse cultures, lives, and land- 
scapes that laid the foundations of the modern world. 

November 7 -THE REVENGE OF GOD: The Resurgence of Islam, 
Christianity and Judaism in the Modern World by Gilles Kepel 
From Protestant televangelists to ultra-Orthodox Jews, from Islamic 
militants to the “charismatic renewal”, Kepel argues that they 
cannot be dismissed simply as a reaction to modernity. “They are 
true children of our time” who seek to recreate society according to 
a set of symbols and values in accordance with their holy scrip- 
tures. Watch out. 

Some of us will have dinner together afterwards at a nearby (inex- 
pensive) restaurant. Please join us. Join us even if you haven't 
finished reading. The book club is open to all ... and free! (October 
book selection will be announced soon.) 

Anti-Racism Team 
First Fridays, 6:30 pm 

October 4, Underground Railroad: The William Still Story 
November 1 , A Class Apart: A Mexican American Civil Rights Story 

First Saturday Feeding of the Hungry in the Bowery 
Saturdays, October 5, November 2, 10:45 am, Off-site 

We invite you to help the Sai Baba Group feed the hungry on the 
First Saturday of each month. We meet on Forsyth, just south of 
Houston at 10:45 am. Please bring vegetarian food to share with 
the over 100 people who come. This is an outdoor event so dress for 
the weather. For more information contact Valerie Lynch at 
vlynch@ccny.org or 212-683-4988. 

RE/FM Multi-Cultural Workshop 

Sundays, October 13, November 3, 12:30-2:00 pm, Front Lounge 

Celebrate the art and culture of Haiti with Vidho Lorville - A multi- 
cultural education workshop for parents and children. All families 
are welcome, (see page 2.) 


UU Christian Fellowship 

Third Thursday of the month, October 17, 

November 21, 7:00-9 pm 

Moving Beyond Doubting Thomas will be the topical focus for our 
2013-2014 meetings; together we will be discussing the Nag 
Hammadi discovery of The Gospel of Thomas, using religious schol- 
ar Ron Miller’s text The Gospel of Thomas: A Guidebook for Spiritual 
Practice as a cornerstone for discussion. We will also be using two 
companion volumes - Elaine Pagel’s Beyond Belief: The Secret 
Gospel of Thomas and Hal Taussig’s A New New Testament. All 
three of these books are available for purchase online, but note 
they are recommended reading, not required. Our inquiries into this 
material will be kept open-ended, so people can explore personal 
concerns as well as religious matters at the MNY-UUCF chapter 
meetings. How can Christian witness remain spiritually, intellectu- 
ally, and psychologically vital and also provide grounding for people 
who identify as Unitarian Universalist? These are questions we will 
be asking ourselves throughout the year. 

Action for Justice’s Resistance Cinema 

Sundays, 1:15 pm, Gallery 

October 6, Puzzles: When Hate Came To Town 

October 27, Nothing Like Chocolate 

November 17, Dirty Wars 

November 24, Eating Alabama 

Action for Justice Forum - Details to be Announced. 

Sundays, October 13 and November 3, 1:15 pm 

Building Your Own Theology 

Class begins Monday, October 21, 6:30-8:00 pm in the Chapel 
The class will run every Monday for 7 weeks. 

As Unitarian Universalists, we encourage and promote the individ- 
ual search for truth and meaning. Have you ever wondered what 
such a deep search could look in discovery and discussion with 
other U.U’s, if given reflective time and thought? "Building Your 
Own Theology" is a course designed to talk about and give general 
theological terms and belief structures to help everyone dig into 
what they truly believe, inspired by the traditions of our liberal 
religion. Open your mind and heart to a shared discussion of what 
your theology looks like. This class is co-coordinated by Esther 
Rosado and Emily DeTar. Come and hear all the ways we encounter 
and shape the meanings we place on our lives. 


o 


OPPORTUNITIES continues on page 9 
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OPPORTUNITIES 2013 continued from page 8 

Young Adult Brunch - Sundays, October 6 and 20, 1 pm 

The Young Adults are invited to gather on October 6 and October 20 
at 1 pm to enjoy a brunch and conversation together at a nearby 
(reasonably priced) restaurant. We will meet at 1 pm in the front 
lobby. Watch for more details and future dates in upcoming Sunday 
Announcements. (See page 2) 

Join the Volunteer Choir — New Singers Always Welcome! 
Rehearsals on Sundays, 12:45-2 pm 
Speak to Jerry Brown, our Director of Music 

Social Tea 

Last Tuesdays, October 29 and November 26, 

2:00 pm, Assembly Hall 

Join us for a guest speaker, light refreshments and conversation. 
RSVP to Esther Rosado at erosado@ccny.org or 
212-683-4988, ext. 23. 

Green Sanctuary’s Future Visions Film Series 
Last Fridays, 6:30 pm, Gallery 
October 25, What Would Jesus Buy 
This movie drives home a powerful message-that Christmas has 
lost most of its religious significance and has come to revolve 
mainly around gift-giving. The star of this show is the irrepressible 
Reverend Billy who is as hilarious as he is thought-provoking, and 
apt to keep you in stitches as you contemplate spiritual alterna- 
tives to material satisfaction. Reverend Billy challenges believers 
to find something more meaningful to do than shopping, pointing 
out that most Christians spend more time worshiping retail items 
in malls than Jesus in church. Merry Capitalism! 

November 29 film to be announced. 

UN and Global Affairs Committee - Celebrate UN Day 
Sunday, October 20, 12:45 pm - Lunch and Program 

More Details Soon. 

Arabic Workshops - Fourth Saturday, 10 am-2 pm, Front Lounge 

Arabic is Back at Community! Brenda Carpenter will facilitate 
three fall Arabic language workshops for beginning and intermedi- 
ate students. ($25/workshop-checks payable to Community Church) 
October 26 - Reading and Conversation 
November 23 - Conversation 

Great Questions! — Bring Them! 

2nd Tuesdays, Begins October 8, November 12 
6:30-8 pm, Chapel 

Facilitated by Rev. Orlanda Brugnola. 


Moving the Heart and Mind 

4th Tuesdays, October 22, November 26, 6:15-8 pm, Chapel 

Some special moments in film. 

Facilitated by Rev. Orlanda Brugnola 

Introduction to Humanism 101 

Last Mondays, October 28 and November 25, 6:30 pm 

A study group facilitated by John Rafferty of the Secular Humanist 
Society of New York. More details soon. 

Community International Dinners 

Will start again soon. Watch for dates in upcoming announce- 
ments! Join us as members and friends meet at ethnic restaurants 
around town for fun, fellowship and wonderful food. 

Sermon Reflections 

Coming soon! Everyone will be invited to join in a monthly discus- 
sion about a sermon or other relevant topic following Fellowship 
Hour in the Chapel. Watch for details in upcoming Sunday 
Announcements. 

Gallery35 Fall 201 3 Fall Shows 

October 8 through November 2 - Rick Perez 

November 10 through December 14 - SMALLWorks 

(Details page 7) 

Ofkcp Even ts Af C ommunitij 

Peoples Voice Cafe — Most Saturdays, 8 pm 
October 5, 12, 19 and November 2, 9, 16, 23 
www.peoplesvoicecafe.org 

10/5/13: The Mountain Maidens + the Johnson Girls 
10/12/13: Bernice Silver Centennial Concert 
10/19/13: Joel Landy + llene Weiss + Jan Luby 
10/26/13: Jon Fromer Memorial Concert produced by Elise Bryant 
and Bev Grant, with Emma's Revolution, Rick Burkhardt, 
George Mann, Colleen Kattau, the DC Labor Chorus, 

Professor Louie, Charlie King, et al. 

11/2/13: The Seawaves + Linq 
11/9/13: Such As Us + Tom Ghent 
11/16/13: Professor Louie and the Lewis Family 
11/23/13: Anne Price + Steve Suffet 

Esperanto Society - 3rd Fridays, 7 pm, 3rd FI Classroom 

The Esperanto Society of New York meets on the third Friday of each 
month, for diverse cultural discussions (including UN affairs) and 
reception of foreign guests. Proceedings are in Esperanto. Church 
member, Neil, offers free individual or group instruction for those 
expressing interest. For more information: www.esperanto-nyc.org 
or neil_nachum@yahoo.com. 
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Especially New Members and Visitors 
Pathways Series 

What does it mean to be a Unitarian Universalist? What does it 
mean to be a member of Community Church? In order to help 
answer these questions, we offer our Pathways Classes. 

Pathways 1 - Getting Acquainted. 

This session is led by Reverend Bruce Southworth, our Senior 
Minister. He will share his journey and brief history of the church. 
This session will give people a chance to ask questions about our 
church as well as what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist. 
This first session is Sunday, October 27, following Fellowship 
Hour, 12:45-1:30 pm. 

Pathways 2 - Our Community and the Meaning of Membership 

This session is led by Val Lynch, Membership Coordinator, Esther 
Rosado, Director of Lifespan Religious Education and Laura 
Breach, Membership Chair. 


This session is devoted to sharing our spiritual and journey and 
exploring what Community Church offers. Our church provides an 
opportunity for people to grow their souls and to help their commu- 
nity in many practical ways. At this session, we will explore the 
various activities, committees and groups in our congregation. 

This session will explain what it means to be a member of our 
church. The session will last for approximately two hours. 
Refreshments will be served. 

Pathways 2 sessions will be offered on three different dates: 

Thursday, November 7 at 6:30 pm, Thursday, January 30 at 
6:30 pm and Sunday, March 30 at 1 pm. 

Any questions? Contact Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator, 
212-683-4988, ext. 19 or vlynch@ccny.org or Laura Breach, 
laurabreach@gmail.com. 




Events cdendarfo 

r October 2013 


WEDNESDAY, October 2 

6:30 Gallery35 Meeting 

THURSDAY, October 3 

6:30 Secular Humanist 
Society Book Club 

FRIDAY, October 4 

6:30 Antiracism Team 

SATURDAY, October 5 

1 0:45 1 st Saturday Feeding 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, October 6 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 UN & Global Affairs 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
00 Gallery35 
00 Young Adult Brunch 
15 Resistance Cinema 
30 Organ Concert 


MONDAY, October 7 

6:00 Buildings & Grounds 

TUESDAY, October 8 

6:30 Great Questions 


WEDNESDAY, October 9 

THURSDAY, October 17 

WEDNESDAY, October 23 

6:00 Church Council 

Potluck 

7:30 UU Christian Fellowship 

6:00 Board of Trustees 

6;30 Church Council 

FRIDAY, October 18 

FRIDAY, October 25 


7:00 Esperanto 

6:30 Green Sanctuary 

THURSDAY, October 10 


Film Series 

6:30 Secular Humanist 

SATURDAY, October 19 


Society Book Club 

6:00 Gallery35 Open 

SATURDAY, October 26 


Reception 

10:00 Arabic Workshop 

SATURDAY, October 12 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

6:00 Gallery35 Open House 

7:00 Gallery35 Open House 


8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, October 20 


United Nations Day 

SUNDAY, October 27 

SUNDAY, October 13 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 

1 1 :00 Morning Worship 

1 1 :00 Morning Worship 

1 1 :00 Morning Worship 

11:00 Sunday School 

11:00 Sunday School 

11:00 Sunday School 

12:15 Fellowship Hour 

12:15 Fellowship Hour 

12:15 Fellowship Hour 

12:45 Volunteer Choir 

12:30 RE Halloween Party 

12:30 RE/FM Multi-Cultural 

12:45 UN & Globel Affairs 

12:45 Pathways 1 -Getting 

Workshop 

1 :00 Young Adult Brunch 

Aquainted 

12:45 Volunteer Choir 

1:15 Resistance Cinema 

1:15 Action For Justice 

MONDAY, October 21 


Forum 

6:30 Building Your Own 

MONDAY, October 28 


Theology 

6:30 Building Your Own 

MONDAY, October 14 

7:00 Streetsingers 

Theology 

Columbus Day 

6:30 Introduction to 

Office Clossed 

TUESDAY, October 22 

Humanism 101 

WEDNESDAY, October 16 

6:15 Moving The Heart & 

Mind 

TUESDAY, October 29 

6:00 Finance Cmte. 

2:00 Social Tea 


THURSDAY, October 31 
Happy Halloween 



FOR MORE Adult Religious Education and 
Opportunities/Events see pages 8-10 
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Events Calendar for November 2013 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1 

6:30 Antiracism Team 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2 

1 0:45 First Saturday Feeding 
6:00 Gallery35 Closing Reception 
8:00 Peoples’ Cafe 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 UN Global Affairs 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Flour 
12:30 RE/FM Multi-Cultural 
Workshop 

12:45 Volunteer Choir 
1 :00 Action For Justice Forum 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4 

6:30 Building Your Own 
Theology 

6:00 Buildings & Grounds 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

6:30 Gallery35 Exec. Meeting 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7 

6:30 Pathways 2 

6:30 Secular Plumanist Book Club 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Flour 
12:30 RE/FM Workshop 
12:45 Congregational Meeting 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11 

6:30 Building Your Own 
Theology 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 
Election Day 

630 Great Questions 
7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

6:00 Church Council Potluck 
6:30 Church Council 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

7:00 Esperanto Society 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

4:00 Gallery35 Opening Reception 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Flour 
1:00 Jonathan Long Concert 
1:00 Resistance Cinema 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

6:30 Building Your Own 
Theology 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

6:00 Finance Committee 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21 

6:00 Board of Trustees 
7:00 UU Christian Fellowship 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23 

10:00 Arabic Workshop 
8:00 Peoples’ Cafe 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Flour 
12:45 Volunteer Choir 
1:15 Resistance Cinema 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25 

6:30 Building Your Own 
Theology 

6:00 Introduction to 
Flumanism 101 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26 

2:00 Social Tea 

6:15 Moving the Fleart and Mind 
7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27 
Hannukah 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28 



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29 
Church Office Closed 

6:30 Green Sanctuary Future 
Visions Film Series 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

6:00 Gallery35 Open Flouse 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 


SAVE THE DATE 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING —NOVEMBER 10, 2013 
at 12:45 jm IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL 


Planning Ahead for the Holidays 


Thanksgiving Intergenerational Sunday 
Join us for the traditional Cornbread Communion 
on Sunday, November 24, at 1 1 am 



Holiday Crafts Fair 
Sunday, December l 

Be sure to stay after church on December 1st and invite your 
friends and neighbors to our annual 
Holiday Crafts Fair in the Assembly Hall, 
12 to 4 pm, on December 1. You'll be able 
to find anything from affordable art to 
tee-shirts. Come and peruse the unique 
handcrafted items made by artisan 
members and friends of community 
church, and stay for a delicious lunch. 
Proceeds from sales benefit the Church, 
and proceeds from lunch sales benefit 
BJ.’s and Helene's Place, our men's 
shelter. 

Contact Jody Leight at j_cyberbunny@ 
yahoo.com if you're interested in vending. Contact Lisa Gluck at 
lgluckster@gmail.com to volunteer to help make or serve lunch or 
to donate food. 
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Kwanzaa 

December 29, we celebrate 
the familial and cultural 
wisdom and values from the 
African tradition. 




Holiday Crafts Fair 

The Community church of NY 
Unitarian universalist 

40 East 35th st (between Park & Mad.) • nyc 
December 1st , 2013 - 12:15-4:00 y.m. 
Original gift & food items created by Artisan members 
and friends of Community church of New York 
We look forward to seeing you there! 


Christmas Eve at community 


Candle-Lighting service 
December 24 th 4:30 y.m. 
A service of readings, music 
and carols concluding with a 
candle-lighting ceremony. 
Hot cider and cookies 
will follow the service. 


Christmas dot d inner 

Advanced Purchase Ticket Required 
See yage 12 



This 
year we 


the Christmas 
yortion (and Halleluiah 
chorus) of Handel’s “Messiah." 

The choir of ayyroXtmately Sixty members 
will include members of the church, 
as well as singers from the larger 
community. 

The service 
w£ 

begin at 
7:30 y.m. 


CHRISTMAS DINNER 

December 25th -12:00 Noon 
' * *" * *■ 

$20.00 

A 9e 12 and under $7.00 


¥ -f- *■ 
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( BIRTHDAYS ^ 


f BIRTHDAYS 

December 2013 


January 2014 

1 Gary Geoghegan 


4 Louis Schwebius 

6 Ginger Ruckes-Brooks 


8 Douglas Anderson 

6 Deborah de Bauernfeind 


12 Anna-Lisa Hafgren 

7 Joseph Wagner II 


12 Lucille McEwen 

8 L. Oriana Linares 


13 George Rainer 

10 Sandy Brooks 


13 Heidi Siegfried 

10 Vernon Jacob 


15 Juanita Ambrose 

12 Justin Vranek 


1 6 George Duckett 

13 Harry Xanthakos 


16 Jova Vargas 

14 J. Andrea McMahon 


18 Linda Novenski 

17 MarkSiebers 


19 Elektra Birchall 

18 Vera Lilly 


20 Harry French 

20 Daniel McNatt 


24 Jo Ann Corkran 

21 Sally Asiedu 


24 Naajia Hurd 

24 Lois Ross 


24 Nancy Soloway 

26 Dorothy Moore 


25 Harry Ezra tty 

29 Tina Redick 


25 Sheila Kaminsky 

29 Patricia Garbarini 


27 Carolynn Julien 

V J 


27 Marian Glassman 


28 Khalilah Arrington 


29 Corinne Padavano 


y^30 Victor Bertini y 


by Robert Bobrick 

ina and I were honored guests at 
the 100th anniversary celebration at 
the University of Illinois on October 
11-13, of the first Wesley Foundation, an 
institution that my grandfather, James C. 
Baker, founded there in 1913, and which 
spread to over a hundred campuses 
throughout the country and the world. It 
was a thrill for one of his three grandsons 
(me) to play James Baker in a reader's the- 
ater play of the events leading up to the 
founding before a large audience of Wesley 
Foundation alumni and friends. In those 
earlier days, the Methodist religious estab- 
lishment looked with misgivings upon the 
land-grant colleges, preferring their youth 
to attend the established denominational 
colleges. In fact, the townspeople (in 1913) 
referred to the University of Illinois dis- 


Members Out and About 


paragingly as the "cow college." Bringing a 
religious meeting place to a secular college 
was innovative and progressive. The idea 
was to give students an opportunity to keep 
their religion within the not-so-hallowed 
environs of a land-grant college. 

One woman told us her parents recounted 
that if you didn't arrive on time at James 
Baker's church, you had to wait in line out- 
side because it was always full. Fie remains 
one of the legendary figures who, along with 
others, before and after, inspired and 
nurtured the Wesley Foundation movement. 
He happened to be the one on whom the 
actual founding devolved and he rose mag- 
nificently to the task. Fifteen years later, in 
1928, he was assigned to oversee the 
Methodist missions in the Far East, never 


to return to Illinois, but his proudest, most 
enjoyable achievement, I'm sure, was 
always the work with the students of 
University of Illinois, including many interna- 
tional students. 

The foundation building, which was finally 
completed in 1920, is an architectural repli- 
ca of an 16th century Oxford college. It is 
being repaired at a cost of $2 million, which 
includes about 800 thousand dollars for a 
new roof. Their problems with restoring and 
preparing a building for the "next hundred 
years" will certainly resonate with 
Community Church members and they've 
already passed the $1 million mark. 

We also gave ourselves a two-hour self- 
guided tour of the campus. A noteworthy 
element are the oldest experimental corn 
plots in the country. We also noticed that in 



Q 


continued on page 3 
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continued from page 2 


recent times the University pioneered the 
development of supercomputers. It is a 
beautiful campus with impressive buildings 
covering a wide expanse of terrain. 

Despite a bus breakdown in the Poconos en 
route to Chicago, the first trip there for both 
of us, we were able to sight-see the city for 
several hours, taking a boat cruise and 
strolling around and dining downtown in 
pleasant weather. Although we spent the 
good part of 5 days, Thursday to Monday, on 
Greyhound buses and in waiting rooms, we 
enjoyed everything on this memorable trip. 


A s some may already know, Shaun 
Randol, Vice-Chair of our Board, 
through his work with The Mantle, 
has launched a funding campaign to pub- 
lish Gambit: Newer African Writing, which 
he co-edited with the novelist Emmanuel 
Iduma (Nigeria). Gambit features interviews 
with and short stories by nine writers from 
across Africa. It’s unique on many levels: for 
one, no other anthology features both inter- 
views AND fiction. It’s also the first of its 
kind to focus on young African writers, and 
the first anthology in which a majority of 


the writers are still in Africa. Shaun has 
been working on the book for over a year 
and a half. If you are interested participat- 
ing or learning more, please 
contact Shaun at shaunrandol@yahoo.com 

O n September 27th, 2013, Dawn 

Stewart-Lookkin married her part- 
ner of 4 1/2 years, Danny Valdes, 
at the Office of the City Clerk surrounded by 
her family. Congratulations to Dawn and 
Danny and their families 


M arvin Brown, a member of American Abstract Artists, 
had his work “z" exhibited at a special show at Kent 
State University this past fall. The work is part of the 
collection of Frank and Rita Cassell Library and Social Justice 
Center of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Queens. 
The work had been a gift of various congregants and the artist. 
Congratulations Marvin. 

Photo Right 
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HAIKU FOR WNYC 


You bring me the world! 

Pros and Cons to consider; 

Such thoughtful offerings. . . 


Sandy Brooks 
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Mask Making Workshop 

by Sophie Bell 

T he Religious Education/Family Ministries has been working 
with artist Vidho Lorville. In October delightful masks were 
made from paper plates. In November we advanced to 
plaster cast carnival masks. Wrapped in white plastic headscarves 
and wearing white plastic aprons, children held still while Vidho 
and teachers in RE/FM dabbed their faces with lanoline-petroleum 


jelly, applied wet plaster that erupts to form a thin, exact mold of 
their faces. These molds popped off to become white masks which 
the children have begun to paint in bright colors. Lyric Cox, RE 
Teacher, native of the Great New Orleans Region, and Vidho, native 
Haitian also showed images of carnival masks and costume tradi- 
tions of their respective cultures. The children and families were 
also exposed to each of the particular traditions of Indian costumes 
and parades in New Orleans and Haiti. 
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From The Nominating Committee 

T his is a great time for you to consider serving in a leadership role at Community Church! The Nominating Committee at 
Community is working on preparation of a slate of nominees for open positions on the Board of Trustees, Church Council, 
and Nominating Committee. The slate of nominees and any nominees by petition will be presented to the 
congregation at the Annual Congregational Meeting March 30, 2014 and voted upon by voting members at this meeting. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

3 Members at-large of the Board, plus Treasurer position, for 3-year terms 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

4 Members for 2-year terms 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

(which includes service on the Committee on Committees) 

2 Members at-large positions for 3-year terms and 
1 Member at-large position for a 2-year term 

We invite anyone with suggestions for nominees to contact a member of the committee or leave a message for us with the 
church office. If you are interested in a position and need more information about the responsibilities for each position, please 
do not hesitate to ask us. The qualifications for becoming a nominee include being a voting member, good leadership skills, 
good character, and sense of responsibility. The members of the committee are: 

Doug Anderson 
Jonathan Birchall 
Janice Marie Johnson 
Sheila Kaminsky 
George Marshall 
Jack Seiferth 
Helene Summa 

We hope to hear from you soon. 


Community Conversations 

The Board of Trustees would like to organize conversational forums about what the board is doing, issues that we face as a 
church, and other subjects that interest you. Let us know your thoughts. 

Here are some proposed topics - let us know the ones you’d like to discuss, and offer other topic suggestions you may have. 

• How Can We Grow? 

• Constructing our Right Relations Policy 

• The Future of Our Church Real Estate 

• Others? 


a 
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Essays From Aminata and Bintou Fofana 

Here are two essays from Aminata and Bintou Fofana about their experience at the G.O.A.L.S. camp for girls who love 
science on the Intrepid for six weeks this past summer. They were part of the 50 girls who were selected from the 140 girls 
who applied to this competitive all expenses paid camp. The girls both attend A. Phillip Randolph Campus High School where 
Aminata is a 9th grader in Humanities and Bintou is a Sophomore in the Pre-engineering Program. This is a call for volunteer 
mentors to help the girls find other opportunities and support them in their application process. If interested, please contact 
Diana Stewart at dstewartlmsw@gmail.com or 347-415-2065. 


Summer Science Day Camp on The Intrepid 

by Bintou Fofana, Age 15 

T his past summer of 2013 I had a great experience of being 
part of the Camp GOALS for Girls program. It was a summer 
day camp for girls like me who are interesting in math and 
science. I got the opportunity to be part of this wonderful six week 
program and being on the Intrepid ship where I learned a lot. 

Every week we studied a different topic in science. I learned about 
the different fields in science such as aviation, medical science, 
engineering and technology, fashion and design, space and astron- 
omy, and marine science. This camp meant a lot to me because I 
really like math and some parts of science. In the aviation field we 
learned a lot about the Intrepid history and flight. We did projects 
with air planes. 

In the week of medical science, I learned a lot about the differences 
in people and also about doctors. In this week I dissected a lamb 
brain. This was fun and interesting for me because that was the 
first time I dissected a brain although it was a bit revolting. 


Being in this camp for six weeks I learned a lot and was able to 
meet new people who are also interested in the same things I am. 
Having this opportunity to be part of this camp meant a lot to me 
because now I have more knowledge about earth and the things 
that are in and out of it. This information can now help me in my 
future studies or career. 

My Summer on the Intrepid 

by Aminata Fofana, Age 14 

I had a great summer, spending five days a week for six weeks of 
day camp on the Intrepid. I learned a lot! First, I learned about 
the Intrepid’s history. It was a boat that soldiers used to fight in 
World War 2 and it was one boat that didn’t sink. 

I also learned about women and what they represented during war. 
At first women meant nothing to men. They thought women were 
not brave and strong enough like men, to fight or help in wars but 
should just be housewives, until women proved they could work like 
men and gender made no difference. Women started to make 
weapons, became nurses and helped America win World War 2. 


Then, in engineering and technology I got the opportunity to pro- 
gram my own robot and make it do what I want it to do. This was 
my favorite week because for me to be able to tell a machine to fol- 
low or do as I want was very interesting. 

During the week of fashion and design, we learned a lot about how 
fashion and design have to do with science; for example the colors. 
Colors come from science. 

The week of marine science was also an interesting week. We 
learned a lot about water and how it’s important to people and the 
things that live in it. I learned a lot about how water goes through 
filtration and many steps for it to be pure for us humans to drink. 

The final week was on space and astronomy. We learned about the 
first space shuttles to leave earth and go through space. We creat- 
ed our own galaxies. This week was interesting because we learned 
about how much it takes to make a space shuttle and send it out of 
earth so scientists can research and study about what’s outside our 
planet earth. 


I learned that planes were modeled after the features of a bird. 
Planes were very useful to the Navy. We watched films on the histo- 
ry of the Intrepid and the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Many soldiers 
died on the ship but the Intrepid till balanced on the ocean and 
never sank. Water was important to an aircraft carrier because the 
soldiers on board needed fresh water to drink, cook, put into their 
filters, and take showers. 

I went to the growler which was a place in the submarine where 
there was a limited amount of space and the living conditions were 
poor. They were no windows and the air was very stuffy. I have 
asthma, so I wouldn’t be able to be in that type of position if I was 
a soldier. 

However, camp was really fun, especially fashion week when we 
made our own clothing out of colorful fabric and then shared our 
creations and explained what they represented. On the last 2 days 
of camp we even had a sleep over, a night out on the deck of the 
Intrepid. We had a great time with our fellow campers and staff. 
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Radon Gas In Your Home 

by Glusti Bagok 

I t’s a crying shame. After two solid years 
of tireless grassroots activism to alert 
the people of New York City and its public 
officials about the hazards of the proposed 
Spectra pipeline, (also known as the “New 
Jersey-New York Expansion Project”) this 
natural gas pipeline will go online as of 
November 1, 2013. At that point, your stove, 
boiler or Laundromat is more likely to be 
burning “tracked” gas from Pennsylvania’s 
Marcellus Shale formation containing high- 
er levels of radon. 

Sane Energy Project, a small but energetic 
group birthed by the news of an imminent 
pipeline coming into the city, was the first 
to get the word out about Spectra Energy 
and its plans to install an oversized, 30”- 
42” high-pressure gas pipeline inserted into 
the heart of Manhattan’s West Village at 
Gansevoort Peninsula near West 14th 
Street. 

For the past two years, activists have been 
very busy. Led by Sane Energy Project and 
groups such as United for Action, Occupy 
the Pipeline, New York City Friends of 
Clearwater, Sierra Club’s New York chapter 
and others, volunteers have stood at the 
Spectra site and on street corners in the 
meatpacking district and beyond to hand 
out flyers, stage protests and conduct non- 
violent direct actions (resulting in 8 
arrests), held community forums, film 
screenings, panel discussions, and testified 
at hearings to alert city dwellers and public 
officials about the extreme dangers posed 
by this pipeline. 

There is good reason to be afraid of this 
pipeline. Spectra Energy’s safety record is 
abysmal, with a very long rap sheet of 
leaks, accidents and devastating explo- 
sions, while concurrently being excluded 
from provisions of the Clean Air and Clean 
Water Acts. In June 2011, the DOT Pipeline 


and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA) inspectors cited 
Spectra Energy for 17 inadequacies in its 
pipeline safely operations and procedures, 
including problems with pipeline surveil- 
lance, emergency plans and welding proce- 
dures. PHMSA has jurisdiction over a mere 
174, 000 miles of interstate lines, and only 
7% of pipelines are subject to mandatory 
inspection. For Spectra Energy’s NJ-NY 
Expansion Project, inspection is proposed 
just once in 7 years. On average, nationwide 
pipeline accidents result in one death every 
3 weeks and injuries or burns once or more 
per week. 

Yet Another Pipeline? 

The purpose of the pipeline is to bring natu- 
ral gas from the Marcellus Shale formation 
and its Pennsylvania gas fields for use in 
New York City’s stoves, boilers, power sta- 
tions and Laundromats. Since the Marcellus 
layer has a high uranium and radium con- 
tent, the gas derived from the process 
known as hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking” 
— highly destructive and toxic in its own 
right — adds insult to injury by carrying 
with it the radioactive element radon. And 
since the travel time from neighboring PA to 
NY is brief, the radon in the tracked gas 
does not have sufficient time to decay. 
Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer 
in non-smokers and, like asbestos, is highly 
carcinogenic when inhaled in even minute 
quantities. 

Here in NYC, the timing of the Spectra 
pipeline opening coincides with the city’s 
new heating oil rules, which mandate that 
buildings using number 6 fuel oil switch to 
lighter fuel oils, biodiesel or to natural gas. 
Gas conversions are a much more costly 
process than the other options and require 
additional transmission and pipeline net- 
works. The Bloomberg administration, in its 
PlaNYC program, along with New York State 
Energy Research and Development 
Association (NYSERDA) and Consolidated 


Edison, which will deliver the gas, have 
been promoting the so-called benefits of 
“clean-burning” natural gas. 

At the same time, they dangle the carrot of 
its current low price to encourage building 
owners to convert their boilers to burn gas, 
conveniently not mentioning the expectation 
that gas prices will inevitably rise. Thus, 
the long-term industry scheme is to export 
the gas to places like China, India and 
Europe, where prices are much greater, 
leading to soaring profits. 

Boiler conversions will help drive the market 
for hydrofracked gas and encourage frack- 
ing to begin in earnest in New York State. 
This is why New York is now experiencing a 
proliferation of gas infrastructure projects 
statewide, with a bevy of pipelines, com- 
pressor stations, condensate tanks and liq- 
uefied natural gas (LNG) terminals, which 
would prepare the gas for overseas trans- 
port, either currently online or still in the 
proposal process. 

The Race Is On 

Meanwhile, the oil and gas industry enjoys 
government subsidies and exemptions from 
liability due to accidents, spills, damages 
and clean-up costs, courtesy of the Bush 
and Cheney administration’s 2005 Energy 
Policy Act. So the race to drill is on full tilt. 
As is often the case, the public will bear the 
brunt of environmental, health, safety and 
financial burdens in support of private- 
industry profit. 

Two lawsuits oppose the Spectra pipeline. 
One is being brought by Sierra Club, Food & 
Water Watch, No Gas Pipeline and the City 
of Jersey City, against the FERC (Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission), for approv- 
ing the pipeline without examining the 
radon and other issues. A second lawsuit, 
waged by Sane Energy Project and five other 
environmental and community groups, 
against the Hudson River Park Trust (HRPT), 
for granting the easement to Spectra Energy 
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is under appeal. Although both legal 
actions are still pending, this does not pre- 
vent the pipeline from going online and 
delivering its toxic contents to NYC resi- 
dents. 

What You Can Do 

State Assemblywoman Linda Rosenthal has 
a radon bill, A6863, which requires utilities 
statewide to monitor and mitigate radon 
before delivery to consumers (the State 
Senate same-as is S4921, is sponsored by 
Staten Island Senator Diane Savino). We 
urge citizens to support this bill. Call your 
state Assembly and Senate representatives 
and urge them to support this bill. Rep. 


Rosenthal calls upon us to “inundate” 
electeds with calls to action. 

Manhattan Borough President candidate, 
Gale Brewer is working with the City Council 
to see what it can do to require radon test- 
ing. Her goal is to propose a resolution in 
the City Council. Call your council members 
and urge them to support this resolution: 
council.nyc.gov. 

Get Involved 

Visit www.saneenergyproject.org and find 
several areas you can plug into. In January, 
Sane Energy Project will begin its third 
annual citizen’s radon testing program, to 


continue monitoring and measuring radon 
in city kitchens. 

Visit Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter’s website, 
www.sierraclubny.org, and donate to the 
Spectra legal fund. 

With a mobilized mass movement, we can 
turn the tide on hydrofracking, the gas 
infrastructure build-out, dirty energy and 
climate change. But we need everyone’s 
participation. Make the calls to your repre- 
sentatives. Ask them to promote the 
Rosenthal bill, conservation and efficiency 
programs, and clean renewable energy now, 
such as from wind, solar and geothermal. 


The Importance of Sharing Snippets of Our Life Journeys 


Life is stranger 
than fiction, my 
Grandma “Miss 
Em” used to say. 

I’m blessed that I, as 
the single head of 
my relatively finan- 
cially fragile house- 
hold, am able to 
travel for non-business-related reasons at 
least twice a year. In the not so distant 
future, I’m planning to visit South Africa 
where, for political reasons, I never visited 
when I had the financial means and now 
wish I could visit although I no longer have 
the means. In the near future, I plan to 
revisit Barcelona, a Compassionate City 
that I truly love. These days, I visit my rela- 
tives in Markham, outside of Toronto, 
Canada. It’s wonderful being there, learning 
about the stark and nuanced differences 
between Canadians and Americans. I visit 
family and friends in Mexico, to soak up the 


Caribbean and Mayan cultures of the South 
Coast and to learn a little more Spanish. 

And annually, I visit family and friends at 
home, in Jamaica. In addition to Kingston, 
where my family lives, I visit the touristy 
North Coast and the quiet South Coast. I 
love being home. Twenty-five years ago, 
when my daughter was born in New York, 
my late spouse and I made the commitment 
to raise our daughter in an environment far 
more liberal than that of our beloved 
Jamaican homeland. Our commitment to 
live abroad has much to do with the homo- 
phobic realities of Jamaica, my country. 

Mark and I wanted to raise our child to the 
best of our ability. We compared the differ- 
ences in our upbringings. We compared our 
respective aspirational parenting styles. 
Having dear friends of diverse sexual orien- 
tations, we asked each other, “Suppose she 
were gay. . .?” I’m proud to note that we 
jointly took a critical stand. Our daughter 
would not be raised in Jamaica. We made 


this decision with our eyes wide open, 
knowing that life at home would have 
afforded us comforts that were not ours in 
the United States. Today, I reflect on the cir- 
cuitous route that I have navigated and still 
stand firm in this belief. 

My religious path could also not have been 
realized at home. We have no Unitarian 
Universalist congregations in Jamaica. 
Perhaps that will be my ministry in “post- 
career activism” - a phrase I first heard a 
few Sundays ago - used by Dr. Leonore 
Tiefer, my friend of many years at my con- 
gregation, the Community Church of New 
York. 

Perhaps, I ask myself, I need to better 
understand what it is that calls or stops 
calling Unitarian Universalist folks such as 
myself who live at the margins in terms of 
culture, race and ethnicity; ability; or diver- 
sity of gender expression and sexual orien- 
tation. 
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As I question my own desire to be of this 
faith and to work for this faith, I await the 
responses of a cloud of witnesses respond- 
ing to the Multicultural Ministries Sharing 
Project. These responses will be critical in 
helping us learn of and appreciate needs of 
folks such as me who live at the margins of 
identity within the dominant landscape of 
Unitarian Universalist cultural norms. 

The Multicultural Ministries Sharing Project 
is a groundbreaking project to seek insight 


into the experiences of Unitarian 
Universalists who are people of color, 
LGBTQ, people with disabilities, or other- 
wise marginalized around ability, sexual 
orientation, gender identity/expression, 
and/or race/ethnicity. Learn more! 

Dr. Janice Marie Johnson is the 
Multicultural Ministries and Leadership 
Director of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association. 


Janice really believes in building Beloved 
Community, everywhere, all over the world. 
She is ready and willing to do the hard work 
of developing relationships all over the 
world: Barcelona, Bangkok, Cape Town, Rio, 
Anse Boileau, San Francisco, Berlin, Bali, 
Milan, Mecca, Playa, .... Well, you get the 
idea! 


Fatoumata And Family Get Their Dream Apartment, 
Or “The Miracle On Buchanan Place” 

fter 5 horrible, horrible years in 6 different Bronx and 
Manhattan homeless shelters, our New Sanctuary family, 

Fatoumata Gassama and her wonderful children, finally 
moved into their very own apartment on October 22, 2013, a day 
they and we will never ever forget. How this indigent family 
obtained, qualified for, moved into and is paying for this apartment 
is a long story that you may need to join the New Sanctuary Task 
Force (NSTF) to learn fully, but here is the short version. 

In January, 2013, a member of the NSTF read a short profile in the 
New York Times Real Estate section about a Bronx realtor who was 
deeply committed to affordable housing. By this time we had inves- 
tigated so many blind alleys to obtain affordable housing that this 
seemed like just another long shot, but we had nothing to lose. To 
our delight, the realtor got back in touch, intrigued by Fatoumata's 
story and her excellent character and amazing mothering. I think 
they also liked the fact that she clearly had a team of devoted sup- 
porters from Community Church and Judson Memorial Church work- 
ing with her. 

Over the last 10 months, we cleared every hurdle put in the path of 
getting an apartment from this realtor including Human Resource 
Administration forms and meetings, realtor forms and meetings, 
setting up a donation fund at Community Church (more about this 
in the future), getting forms from Fatoumata's cousin and a friend 
of her husband, and straightening things out with the Department 
of Homeless Services. The whole 10 months was full of this mas- 
sive meetings-and-paperwork effort and even then we were not 
completely sure it would work until the last minute. You have so lit- 
tle control working with large bureaucracies. 

But, all that is behind us, and now the family is in their clean, 
safe, roomy, non-surveilled, no-curfew, no teams of nasty uni- 
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formed security guards, lots of windows, can-put-anything-you- 
want-on-the-walls, can have your own stuff, can open or close win- 
dows whenever you want apartment. (The photo shows Fatou in her 
beautiful new kitchen, next to her microwave which was stored in 
Leonore’s apartment for 4 years because they wouldn’t let her have 
it in the shelter.) 

They are OVERJOYED, absolutely OVER THE MOON. And so, needless 
to say, are we. 

Fatoumata and the kids are still in great need of course, and will 
continue to require our help to furnish the apartment with new 
items, to take advantage of educational and recreational opportu- 
nities, and for support in their medical and legal challenges. 

We welcome new members for the New Sanctuary Task Force at any 
time 


Leonore Tiefer, task force chair (ltiefer@mindspring.com) 
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OPPORTUNITIES 2013-2014 


Especially New Members and Visitors 
Pathways Series 

What does it mean to be a Unitarian Universalist? What does it 
mean to be a member of Community Church? In order to help 
answer these questions, we offer our Pathways Classes. 

Pathways 1 - Getting Acquainted. 

This session is led by Reverend Bruce Southworth, our Senior 
Minister. He will share his journey and brief history of the church. 
This session will give people a chance to ask questions about our 
church as well as what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist. 

Next Session Dates to be Announced. 

Pathways 2 - Our Community and the Meaning of Membership 
This session is led by Val Lynch, Membership Coordinator, Esther 
Rosado, Director of Lifespan Religious Education and several mem- 
bers of Community Church. 

This session is devoted to sharing our spiritual and journey 
and exploring what Community Church offers. Our church provides 
an opportunity for people to grow their souls and to help their com- 
munity in many practical ways. At this session, we will explore the 
various activities, committees and groups in our congregation. This 
session will explain what it means to be a member of our church. 
The session will last for approximately two hours. Refreshments will 
be served. 

Pathways 2 sessions will be offered on three different dates: 
Thursday, January 30 at 6:30 pm and Sunday, March 30 at 1 pm. 

Any questions? Contact Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator, 
212-683-4988, ext. 19 orvlynch@ccny.org 


Gallery35 - Winter Show 

SMALLworks V - Through December 14 (see page 13) 

Open House - Saturday, December 7, 6-8 pm, Gallery 
Annual Holiday Party and Sale, Saturday, December 14, 6-9 pm 

January Show opens on Saturday, January 11 - Details soon! 


First Saturday Feeding of the Hungry in the Bowery 
Saturdays, December 7, 10:45 am offsite 

We invite you to help the Sai Baba Group feed the hungry on the 
First Saturday of each month. We meet on Forsyth, just south of 
Houston at 10:45 am. Please bring vegetarian food to share with 
the over 100 people who come. This is an outdoor event so dress for 
the weather. For more information contact Valerie Lynch at 
vlynch@ccny.org or 212-683-4988, ext. 19. 


Annual Holiday Crafts Fair - Sunday, December 1, 12:15-4 pm, 
Assembly Hall 

A festive Fellowship Hour featuring food, fun, and fabulous crafts 
and gifts made by artisan members and friends of Community 
Church. 

Secular Humanist Society of New York Book Club 

Thursday, December 5, 6:30 pm, and January 2, 7-9 pm 
Front Lounge 

December 5: Freethinkers: A History of American Secularism by 
Susan Jacoby - An authoritative history of the vital role of secu- 
larist thinkers and activists in the United States, from a writer of 
“fierce intelligence and nimble, unfettered imagination” (New York 
Times). Freethinkers offers a powerful defense of the secularist her- 
itage that gave Americans the first government in the world found- 
ed not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of human 
reason. 

January 2: TBA 

Some of us will have dinner together afterwards at a nearby 
(inexpensive) restaurant. Join us even if you haven't finished 
reading. The book club is open to all ... and free! 

Messiah Choir Rehearsals - Most Saturdays/Sundays 
12:45-2 pm, Hall of Worship 

Would you like to be part of Community’s Annual Tradition - the 
Christmas Eve Handel’s Messiah performance? If you are interest- 
ed, please contact Jerry Brown, our Director of Music - email 
jbrown@ccny.org or call 212-683-4988, ex.t 33. The deadline to 
join the choir is Friday, December 14 

Green Sanctuary - Future Visions 
Friday, January 31, 6:30 pm. Film TBA 

Actions for Justice Forum - Sunday, December 8,1:15 pm 

Details soon. 

Community Holiday Party - Sunday, December 15,12:15-1 pm 

We invite you to a special Fellowship Hour as we celebrate the 
Holidays together. Santa will be joining us! Soup will be provided. 
Bring a family favorite treat to share. 

Resistance Cinema Holiday Party 
Sunday, December 15, 1:15 pm 

Join our annual holiday party fwith a fun movie, music and a feast! 
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OPPORTUNITIES 2013-2014 continued 


UU Christian Fellowship 

Third Thursdays December 19, and January 16, 7:30-9 pm 

Moving Beyond Doubting Thomas is the topical focus for our 2013- 
2014 meetings; together we are discussing the Nag Hammadi dis- 
covery of The Gospel of Thomas, using religious scholar Ron Miller’s 
text The Gospel of Thomas: A Guidebook for Spiritual Practice as a 
cornerstone for discussion. We are are also using two companion 
volumes - Elaine Pagel’s Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel of 
Thomas and Hal Taussig’s A New New Testament. All three of these 
books are recommended reading, not required. Our inquiries into 
this material are kept open-ended, so people can explore personal 
concerns as well as religious matters at the MNY-UUCF chapter 
meetings. How can Christian witness remain spiritually, intellectu- 
ally, and psychologically vital and also provide grounding for people 
who identify as Unitarian Universalist? These are questions we will 
be asking ourselves throughout the year. 

Antiracistalliance.com Potluck — Third Fridays, December 20 and 
January 17, 6-9 pm 

Esperanto Society - Third Fridays, December 20, and January 17, 

7 pm, Third FI. Classroom. 


Christmas Eve - December 24 
Candlelighting Service - 4:30 pm 
Annual Handel's Messiah Concert - 7:30 pm 


Christmas Dinner- Wednesday, December 25, 
12:00 Noon, Assembly Hall 

We invite you to join us for our annual celebration, 
a delicious dinner hosted by 

Rev. Orlanda Brugnola. 

Purchase tickets at the Welcome Table bv Sunday. December 15 

$20 adults/$7 children under 12. 

Please pay by check or exact change. 


Social Tea - Tuesdays, December 10 and 
January 28, 2-3:30 pm Assembly Hall 

Join us for conversation and light refreshments. Our December 
guest speaker will be artist and Community member Ellen 
Mandelbaum. January's speaker will be announced soon. 


Great Questions - Tuesday, December 10 and January 14 
6:30-7:45 pm, Conference Room 

Facilitated by Rev. Orlanda Brugnola 

Decern ber 1 0 : What Makes Something Sacred? 

January 14: What Would You Risk? 

Moments that Change the Mind and Heart (MCM) - Tuesday, 
January 28, 6:15-6:45 pm, Chapel 

Discussions about the meaning for our lives from a few scenes 
from movies. January 28: Afterlife 

Greek - A Universal Language - Saturdays, December 7 and 14, 
12-3:30 pm, Rear Lounge 

Another opportunity to learn a new language and about another 
culture! This weekly course is facilitated by Yannis Tziligakis, 
friend of Community Church. 

Introduction to Humanism 101 - Monday, January 27, 6:30 pm 

A monthly study group facilitated by John Rafferty of the Secular 
Humanist Society of New York. 

Building Your Own Theology - Last Session - Monday, December 
2, 6:30-8 pm, Rear Lounge 

In this course, we will examine our values and beliefs about God, 
human nature, ethics, and the meaning and purpose of life. We will 
build on what we discover in this exploration to articulate our 
beliefs in credo statements, and finally to build our own personal 
theologies. We will do this through techniques such as self-study, 
reflection and group discussion over several sessions led by Emily 
DeTar, our new Student Minister (edetar@ccny.org) and Esther 
Rosado, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 
(erosado@ccny.org). Come and discover! 

Young Adult Brunch - Sundays, December 1, January 5 and 19, 
Gather at 12:30 pm 

The Young Adults are invited to gather 1 pm to enjoy a brunch and 
conversation together at a nearby (reasonably priced) restaurant. 

Death Cafe - Thursday, December 5, 3:30-5:30 pm, Assembly Hall 

It’s not a support group, or a counseling session, but rather gather- 
ing of people in a relaxed, comfortable atmosphere, sharing 
respectful, thought provoking and life affirming conversation - and 
yes, sipping coffee/tea and treats. What is Death? How does think- 
ing about death improve my life? How can we prepare for our own 
death? What are some essential documents before you die? What’s 
a green burial? And much more! 
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Board of Trustees Meetings - Thursday, December 1 9 and Wednesday, January 22, 6 pm, Gallery 

Church Council Meetings - Wednesdays, December 11 and January 8, 6 pm Potluck, 6:30-7:30 pm Meeting, Gallery 

Finance Committee -Wednesdays, December 18 and January 15, 6 pm, Gallery 

Buildings and Grounds Committee -Mondays, December 2 and January 6, 6 pm, Conference Room 

Peoples Voice Cafe: Most Saturdays, 8 pm, Assembly Hall 

December 7: Charlie King and Rick Burkhardt 

December 14: New York City Labor Chorus 

January 4: Kim & Reggie Harris; John Flynn 

January 11: Dave Lippman; David Laibman 

January 18: Duncan Phillips; Generations: Michael & Aleksi Glick 

January 24-26: People's Music Network Winter Gathering (Other Location) 

Updated Info - Visit www.peoplesvoicecafe.org 


GALLERY35 


by Virginia Asman 


"SMALLworks V " at Eallery35 November 16th - December 14th 


G allery35 is presenting its fifth annual small works 
show — SMALLworks V! All art — in a variety of 
media — will be 100 sq. inches or less and $100 or 
less. Please join us for this exciting and creative show. 

Come see new work by church members Ellen Mandelbaum, 
Peter Robinson, Marsha Peruo, Patricia Garbarini and Virginia 
Asman along with that of 7 other talented Gallery35 artists. 

Closing this exhibit, our Annual Holiday Party and Sale on 

Saturday December 14 6-9 pm will also feature gift items 
handcrafted by our exhibiting artists! This will be your opportu- 
nity to share creativity with that special person on your holiday 
list! Give the gift of art! 

You may also visit Gallery35 on Saturdays from 6-8 pm or by 
appointment by calling 917-566-0708. 
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Events Calendar for December 2013 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 UN Global Affairs Mtg. 

1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
12:30 Holiday Crafts Fair 
12:30 Young Adults Brunch 
12:45 Messiah Rehearsal 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2 

6:00 Buildings & Grounds 
6:30 Building Your Own 
Theology 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 

7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4 

6:00 Personnel Meeting 
6:30 Gallery35 Meeting 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 

3:30 Death Cafe 

7:00 Secular Humanist Soc. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6 

6:30 AntiRacism Team 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 

10:45 First Saturday Feeding 
12:00 Greek Class 
12:45 Messiah Rehearsal 
6:00 Gallery35 Open House 
8:00 Peoples’ Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
12:45 Messiah Rehearsal 
1:15 Action For Justice 
Forum 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10 

2:00 Social Tea 
6:30 Great Questions 
7:00 Gallery35 Meeting 
7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11 

6;00 Church Council 
Potluck 

6;30 Church Council 
Meeting 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 

12:00 Greek Class 
12:45 Messiah Rehearsal 
4:00 Gallery35 Holiday 
Party and Sale 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 RE Holiday Party 
Fellowship Hour 
12:45 Messiah Rehearsal 
1:15 Resistance Cinema 
Holiday Party 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17 

7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 

6:00 Finance Meeting 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 

6:00 Board of Trustees 
6:30 Messiah Mandatory 
Rehearsal 

7:00 UU Christian Fellowship 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 

6:00 Antiracistalliance. 

com Potluck 
7:00 Esperanto Society 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 

12:45 Messiah Rehearsal 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23 

6:30 NYC UU Ministers 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
Church Office Closes noon 

4:30 Candlelighting Service 
7;30 Handel’s A/less/ah 
Concert 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 
Christmas 

Church Office Closed 

12:00 Christmas Day Dinner 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27 

6:30 Green Sanctuary 
Film Series 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28 

8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 

Kwanzaa 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 
Church Office Closes noon 
New Year’s Eve 


FOR MORE Adult Religious Education and 
Opportunities/Events Dec./Jan. see pages 11-12 


Credits & Guidelines 

Members are encouraged to submit articles to Community Connections. The 
submission deadline is the first Wednesday of the month prior to issue date. 
Submissions can be emailed Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator. 

Articles submitted are subject to proofing and editing for clarity, brevity, 
grammar, punctuation, spelling and content. 


SAVE THE DATE ~ ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, January 26, 12:45 pm 

Plan to attend our Annual Congregational Meeting. All members who joined prior to 
October 27, 2013, and have made a “financial contribution of record” are eligible to vote. 
Please contact Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator, if you have any questions. 


2 ^ 



FUND FOR HOLIDAY GREENS 

Each holiday season, our worship space is transformed with fragrant pine, bright red poinsettias, all bathed in the glow of 
candlelight. 

And in the Assembly Hall stands a Christmas tree decorated with beautiful ornaments, many of them 
handmade by the children. 

You can help make this traditional beauty possible by making a contribution to the HOLIDAY GREENS. 

All contributions will be acknowledged in the Community Connections. 


YES, I would like to support the HOLIDAY GREENS. 


Name:. 


Enclosed is my contribution of $ 

(please mark envelope “Greens”) 


Dedication (if desired) 

Return to Community Church of NY, 40 East 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016 
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Events Calendar for January 2 014 



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1 
New Year’s Day 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2 

6:30 Secular Humanist Society 
7:00 Gallery35 Meeting 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3 

6:30 Antiracism Team 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4 

10:45 First Saturday Feeding 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 UN Global Affairs 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:00 Membership Holiday Potluck 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
12:30 Young Adults Brunch 
1 :00 Action For Justice Forum 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 7 

7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8 

6:00 Church Council 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9 

7;00 Gallery35 Meeting 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10 

7:30 Green Sanctuary Film Series 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11 

4:00 Gallery35 Opening Reception 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
1 2:45 Volunteer Choir Rehearsal 
1 :00 Community Circles 
1:15 Resistance Cinema 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14 

6:30 Great Questions 
7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15 

6:00 Finance Committee Meeting 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 16 

7:30 UU Christian Fellowship 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17 

7:30 Antiracistalliance.com Potluck 
7:00 Esperanto Society 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18 

6:00 Membership Pizza & Poetry 
8:00 People’s Voice Cafe 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
12:30 Young Adults Brunch 
1 2:45 Volunteer Choir Rehersal 
1 :00 Volunteer Appreciation Day 

MONDAY, JANUARY 20 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Church Office Closed 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21 

7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22 

6:00 Board of Trustees 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 23 

7:30 UU Christian Fellowship 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25 

8:00 Peoples’ Cafe 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 

9:30 Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 UN Global Affairs 
1 1 :00 Morning Worship 
11:00 Sunday School 
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
12:45 Congregational Meeting 

MONDAY, JANUARY 27 

6:30 Introduction to Humanism 101 
6:30 NYC UU Ministers 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28 

2:00 Social Tea 

6:15 Moments That Change the 
Mind & Heart 
7:00 Streetsingers 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30 

6:30 Pathways 2 


Rev. Bruce Southworth, Senior Minister 

Esther Rosado, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

Gerald A. Brown, Director of Music 

Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator 

Rev. Orlanda Brugnola, Affiliated Minister 

Rev. Dr. Anthony P. Johnson, Affiliated Minister 

Emily DeTar, Student Minister 
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